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Dear Parent/Carer,

We have changed the way we will be assessing your child's progress throughout the
academic year.

This is in order to provide you with more accurate and meaningful information about
how well your child is doing in each subject.

At Beacon High we recognise the significant benefits that a working partnership
between school and home can have on our students. We believe that there are three
main stakeholders in ensuring your child/our student reaches their full potential and,
ultimately, leads a happy and successful life. We all have a vital role to play towards
their success and it is a team effort.

At times it will not be easy, however working together to provide a supportive and calm
environment will aid their development. Building positive relationships is one key
ingredient that we believe will help your child to achieve their potential.

We ask that you use Parents’ Evenings/Meetings or Academic Planning/Review Days to
work with the school to help build a positive relationship. Remember we both want the
same thing, your child to be successful.
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1. How We Assess at Beacon High

At Beacon High we will assess your child in a number of ways. This academic year we
are developing a new teaching strategy known as ‘Embedding Formative Assessment’
that was created by the SSAT: Embedding Formative Assessment - SSAT

This strategy is designed to ensure that during every lesson teachers will be checking on
your child's learning to clarify any misconceptions they may have and whether they
have learnt the key concepts and ideas from the day's lesson.

The main aspects of this strategy are:

➢ clarifying and understanding learning intentions and criteria for success.
➢ engineering effective classroom discussions, questions and tasks that elicit

evidence of learning.
➢ providing feedback that moves learners forward.
➢ activating students as instructional resources for each other, and activating

students as owners of their own learning.

We also hope the continue to:

➢ Improve teaching and learning across your school by empowering teachers to
trial and refine formative assessment strategies.

➢ Enable learners to take responsibility for their own learning through peer and
self-review techniques.

➢ Support your teachers in taking ownership over their learning by providing
professional development and leadership opportunities.

➢ Build a stronger sense of community in schools with teachers and learners
collaborating with each other with common goals.

There is a short video clip here that you can watch to give you a little more information
about how EFA can be used in schools:

SSAT/EEF Embedding Formative Assessment celebration event 08/09/2017
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2. Assessment Calendar

Below are the key dates that you will need to be aware of for the remainder of this
academic year:

Where there is a Data Drop, this is when your child’s teachers will input data into our
reporting system. Following this you will receive an updated Progress Report.

POS means a Programme of Study - this is explained later in the guide but following this
data input from teachers, you will receive a Progress Report that informs you about
your child’s learning progress in different subjects and skills.

Current
Date in

Calendar

Years Assessment Type

25.1.23 8 Parents’ Evening

2.2.23 9, 10 C2L and POS Drop

22.2.23 10 Parents’ Evening

27.2.23 -
10.3.23

11 Mock Exams

1.3.23 9 Parents’ Evening

17.3.23 11 Data Drop

24.3.23 11 Mock Results Day

29.3.23 11 Parents’ Evening

20.4.23 7, 8 C2L and POS Drop

3.5.23 7 Parents’ Evening

11.5.23 11 Data Drop - C2L and Final Predictions

W/B: 15.5.23 7, 8, 9, 10 NGRT Reading Tests

W/B: 19.6.23 7, 8 End of Year Exams

W/B: 26.6.23 9, 10 End of Year Exams

3.7.23 7, 8 Data Drop - C2L/EOYE

12.7.23 9, 10 Data Drop - C2L/EOYE

14.7.22 7, 8, 9, 10 Academic Review Day
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3. Reporting to You

Your child will continue to receive a Commitment to Learning (C2L) score each term,
as well as attendance, behaviour points and achievement points for the term being
reported.

You can use this information to track your child’s commitment to learning within and
across subjects. It can be useful to outline your discussions and home and plan how to
improve in any necessary areas, as well as celebrate where your child is showing real
commitment to their learning.

An example of a Progress Report is below:
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To ensure progress across your child’s subjects, it is really important that students are
achieving a Commitment to Learning Grade of 4 or 5 in every lesson. This means that
they are:

➢ engaged with the learning.
➢ asking questions and trying their best to make progress.

For a C2L 5 it also means that they are:

➢ completing their independent learning work outside of lessons. This might be
Beacon Edge or GCSEPod, for example.

Teachers will set independent learning tasks through ‘Google Classroom’ where possible
‘Google Classroom’.

It has been proven that students with an average C2L of 4 or more achieve better
results in their exams. If a student is on a C2L Grade 3 or below in a subject it means
that they need to change their attitude and effort in this lesson in order to be
successful.

You will also be able to see your child’s most recent C2L score and their previous score
in each subject to see if they have improved or not. This can also help formulate
conversations around each subject and their progress in it.

Below are the C2L descriptors and what each grade entails:
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Each subject has also planned a Programme of Study (POS) that will be followed every
half-term. Each half term your child will be assessed on both skills and content
knowledge from these POS. The results from assessments and the judgement the
teacher has been making based on your child’s learning from each lesson will then be
put into what we are calling a Personalised Learning Checklist (PLC) for each subject.

Students will be awarded a grade for each aspect of their PLC. Below are the new grade
criteria for each section of a student’s PLC:

● Mastered - students are able to apply key skills across a range of curriculum
areas without explicit teaching and there is evidence of a deeper understanding
being shown.

● Secure - students are consistently working at this level or meeting the
expectations of the skill.

● Developing - students are beginning to apply their understanding and show an
increased understanding in that area/skill, this is usually/sometimes with
support.

● Emerging - students have been taught the skill but rarely are able to apply their
understanding or they are just starting to learn a new skill.

● Unable to Assess - students have not produced enough evidence of learning
against the skills and content. This may be due to your child just recently starting
at Beacon High School.
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This type of feedback has been shown to improve student engagement and accelerate
their learning and progress. We also aim for it to be easier for you to understand and
therefore will help you to support your child's learning. The PLC Report will look like this:

As you can see, each subject is broken down into aspects (skills) that your child will need
to know for that topic or scheme of learning.

You can also check Google Classroom as all of the lessons that have been covered for
each Programme of Study are uploaded onto this; therefore, if a student is behind in a
particular area then they can go back to previous lessons and use it to revise, practice or
improve previous learning.
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We would encourage you to:

➢ Provide an environment necessary for success, such as a quiet learning space for
revision. Young people need a place to revise that is quiet, calm and comfortable.
If space is limited, direct them to the local library or to stay behind after school.

➢ Stay calm during challenging situations.
➢ Not make comparisons with brothers, sisters, friends and so on.
➢ Avoid worrying if their revision techniques seem strange or unusual.
➢ Not expect them to study all of the time, as taking some time out to relax will

have a positive effect on their work and learning.

How can you help your child and prepare them to perform?

➢ Help Them Set Goals. Discuss with your child their target grades and what your
role could be in supporting them to achieve them.

➢ Encourage them to keep their goals visible e.g. printed and displayed on their
bedroom wall.

➢ Help focus them and talk to them about their goals regularly.
➢ Use Parents’ Evenings, Academic Planning and Review Days to help guide the

conversations.
➢ Give positive reinforcement. Connect with them about “why” and “what” they

want to achieve.
➢ Give plenty of praise and encouragement. Point out areas of success and

don’t dwell on the errors: learning is a process, failure is key, as long as they
learn from it!
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Below are some more detailed ideas about how to discuss progress with your child:

● It’s important to ask your child: what do you think of the grade (for the subject)?
Talking about this helps you open up a conversation about whether the report is close
to what your child thinks they’ve achieved. If your child thinks they are not doing very
well, focus on their achievements in one subject as well as pointing out their
achievements outside of school. Focus on their progress.

● If you are not familiar with what your child has been learning, find out what they
have been doing in each subject. You can ask: what tasks have you been doing in
class? Have you been finishing the tasks? What did you find easy? What was hard for
you.

● If their grade is based on a single test, it provides little information on what your
child’s strengths are or their difficulties. With a range of tasks (completed in class and
at home), the grade may be a better representation of your child’s achievement. So
ask them: do you know how you got this grade? What assessments have you done in
class? If they or you can’t answer these questions, you may both be unhappy because
you don’t understand how the grades were calculated.

● This might be the time to talk about the C2L Grades in the subject, which can tell you
how much your child is trying. Ask: I notice you have been putting a lot of effort into
(subject). That’s good. You’re trying hard. Or, what is happening in (subject) that’s
affecting your effort? What can you do to improve? This enables you to have insight
into what’s going well and in which subject, which may reflect their interests, dislikes
and challenges.It also opens up discussion of what they’re finding difficult and why.
Find out if they weren’t interested or the work was too hard for them. Different
children have different interests, skills and passions which may not be reflected in
their report card. Children also have different personalities that influence their
learning, their progress and their report. We’re not all academically inclined.

● If your child is disappointed, point out the positives. Say: you tried really hard in
(subject). I know you are having some difficulties, but look at what you have learnt
this year.

● A child’s answers can be an opportunity for discussing their progress with the teacher
and what adjustments can be made to ensure continued progress. This may be at the
school organised teacher-parent interview, or you can ask for a meeting with the
teacher. You can then talk to your child about these adjustments and frame them
along the lines of: your teacher thinks you’ll start to enjoy reading more if you and I
do some more reading at home.

11



4. How We Use Prior Attainment Data

Prior attainment data is your child’s assessment Key Stage 2 scores achieved in Year 6
or, for the year groups where Key Stage 2 tests were cancelled due to the pandemic, the
scores they achieved in their CATs tests taken when they joined the school in Year 7.

In order to give you the best overview of how your child is performing at school and
what they should be aiming for in each subject at GCSE level we use your child's prior
attainment data to help allocate target grades for each of your child's subjects.

5. FFT Targets

The Fischer Family Trust (FFT) is a nationwide organisation who collect information
about student progress across all schools in the country.

FFT benchmark targets are based on how similar students nationally performed in the
subject last year (similar students are defined as similar prior attainment, gender and
month of birth). We sometimes call these ‘Target Grades’.

FFT's unique target setting system has 3 levels of challenge - FFT50 (Average Progress),
FFT 20 (High Progress) or FFT5 (Very High Progress). We use the FFT20  target setting
level for all students, as this gives the most appropriate level of challenge for each
individual student and encourages them to aim high!

As your child moves through the school you should be able to see if they are on track to
achieve their target grade by the end of Year 11 and this should inform some of your
discussions with your child for each subject.

8. EOYE - End Of Year Exams
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At the end of every academic year all students in Years 7-10 at Beacon High will sit an
exam in every subject they have.

The purpose of these exams is threefold:

1. Firstly, they are to get the students used to sitting exams so that they can get
used to performing well in exam conditions.

2. Secondly, it will allow their teachers to check what they have learned that year
and how much progress the students have made in relation to the FFT20 targets.

3. Finally, it will allow the students themselves to have an understanding of their
strengths and weaknesses in each subject.

9. Year 11 - Mock Exams, Predicted Grades, External Exams

Going into Year 11, students need to be encouraged to do 90-120 minutes of
independent learning a day, this may seem like a lot but this level of work will make it a
lot easier as exams come around. Though this work should be done independently,
your interest and input is still important and helps your child to do well. It is also crucial
they keep up their attendance to as high as possible.

In Year 11 students will have two opportunities to practise the full range of their GCSE
exams; once in November and once in March. We use these opportunities to support
your child’s preparation, as below:

After each exam they will then receive a Predicted Grade from their teachers based
upon their performance in these exams and on the learning that they have been
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carrying out in lessons. It is these predicted grades that they will then use to apply to
colleges and sixth forms. A Predicted Grade provides you with an estimate of the grade
that your child could achieve based on the evidence that each teacher has.

During these exam periods it is really important that each student is focussed on the
exams and gives themselves the best opportunity to be successful. They can do this by
following these simple revision techniques and by using GCSEPod
https://www.gcsepod.com/. We would recommend that you take a look at this revision
platform as there is a really helpful parents section:
https://www.gcsepod.com/parent-resources/
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External Exams:

● GCSEs, or General Certificates of Secondary Education, are examinations in
specific subjects taken at the end of Year 11. They replaced O-Levels in 1988.

● The average number of GCSEs sat is 9 or 10. This can vary though according
to the needs of the student. All students need to be aiming for passes in at
least five subjects including English Language and Maths as this will be
expected by the majority of employers and post-16 education providers.

● In 2016 the grading system changed so the familiar A*-G was replaced with
the numbers 9-1. A 4 is a pass (the equivalent to a C) and 9, 8 and 7 have
replaced A*-A. Being awarded a 9 is seen as the equivalent to an A**.

● One aspect of GCSEs that parents can find confusing is the different exam
boards. Exam boards are responsible for organising, setting, marking and
distributing exams. The exam boards do add to the ever-growing list of
acronyms in education but they are nothing to be confused about. There are
five of them in England, Northern Ireland and Wales:

○ AQA
○ OCR
○ Edexcel
○ WJEC (for Wales)
○ CCEA (for Northern Ireland)

● Schools can choose a different exam board for each subject and they will all
produce slightly different papers. They are regulated by OFQUAL to make
sure they are all the same standards and have the necessary material in
them.

● Students will be made aware of which exam boards they are sitting for each
subject. Each board has their own website, these are all user-friendly and will
have the exam dates on there when they are released and any extra details
students may need to know about the exams.

10. How Else Can You Help?

The Forgetting Issue:
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Students all have different approaches to revision, but in every case the best way to
support your child is to set out a revision plan. You can find a template here: Revision
Timetable | GCSE Pod

➢ Establish how much time your child has available between now and the
exams/assessment and then draw up a realistic timetable together.

➢ Let your child decide what they need to focus on. This will help empower them
and encourage them to take responsibility.

➢ Encourage and support them to stick to their timetable.
➢ Choose a place in the house to revise where they will not be distracted.
➢ Switching revision between subjects avoids them becoming bored.
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If you have any questions, queries or comments, please get in touch with us.
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