
This week Year 10 students have been develop-
ing more practical skills for their GCSE Combined 
Science.  

In this week’s Core Practical they have been 
learning how to distil mixtures and separate liq-
uids by their boiling points. They heated samples 
of ink to extract water from them - this is the 
same technique Kuwait, Algeria, Morocco 
and  Israel use to produce safe drinking water 
from seawater.  What would you expect the tem-
perature reading to be on the thermometer? 

Friday 11th November 2022 

REFINING SKILLS IN 
COMBINED SCIENCE  

Dear families, 
 
Thank you to those of you who attended your Academic 
Planning Day and Year 11 Careers Day appointment. It is 
so good to have the opportunity to focus upon our learn-
ers and their academic progress without any distractions. 
Our partnership is the only thing that stands between suc-
cess and failure for our learners, so it is doubly important 
that we have an open dialogue about their learning. The 
Education Endowment Foundation is an independent 
charity dedicated to breaking the link between family in-
come and educational achievement. The EEF says parental 
engagement is significant in improving outcomes for 
learners and improving social mobility. Their key findings 
are:  
1. Parental engagement has a positive impact on average 
of 4 months’ additional progress. It is crucial to consider 
how to engage with all parents to avoid widening attain-
ment gaps. 
2. Tailored school communications to encourage positive 
dialogue about learning such as Academic Planning Day 
provide personalised messages linked to learning that can 
promote positive interactions. 
3. Parental engagement strategies are typically more 
effective with parents of very young children and main-
taining parental engagement as children get older, for ex-
ample, providing flexible communications (e.g. short ses-
sions like APD) create opportunities for parents of older 
pupils to engage with the school. 
4. Supporting parents to ensure home learning is of high 
quality, for example, providing practical strategies with 
tips, support, and resources to assist learning at home is 
more beneficial to student outcomes. 
 
With parental engagement in mind I would like to appeal 
to our parents and carers who would like to become Bea-
con High Associate Parent Governors as we currently 
have two vacancies. If you are interested or require fur-
ther information please contact our clerk to the Governing 
Body hilary.fury@islingtonfutures.org. 

 
I would like to thank the Old Camdenians for their gener-
ous donation to the girls football team to purchase a new 
kit. 

 
Next week is anti-bullying week and we will be talking 
to our students through assemblies, tutor time and 
PSHCE to ensure they know who to speak to and 
what to do if they see or experience bullying. 
 
Year 11 Mock exams begin on Monday 21st 
November. Please ensure you have checked 
the schedule with your child. 
 
Yours sincerely 

Founded 2019  

 

SAFER COMMUNITY 

mailto:hilary.fury@islingtonfutures.org


SSAT TWEAK OF THE WEEK  

Book Reading Checklist for Parents:  
 
How am I building my child’s early literacy skills? 
 
The road to literacy starts long before your child be-
gins to read and write on her own. As a parent, you 
play a key role in building the “emergent literacy skills” 
that prepare your child for success in school: oral lan-
guage, vocabulary, story comprehension, print 
knowledge, and sound awareness. When you spend 
time sharing books with your child, you’re helping 
them build these important skills. Frequent book read-
ing is just one part of helping your child learn – exactly 
how you share the book also makes a difference.  
 
Below are this week’s key reading tips for parents: 

Staff are currently completing a 2 year programme of 
professional development Embedding Formative As-
sessment. The 2 year programme will support staff 
and students to assess where your child is in their 
learning/progress in every subject and support your 
child's outcomes.  

This week staff are focused on Finding out what stu-
dents are Learning 

Students will be assessed using different in class tasks 
such as... 

ABCD cards 
Students are given a set of lettered cards and teach-
ers pose multiple choice questions of the whole class. 
This can lead to good discussions and supporting the 
students to recall prior learning and understanding. 
 

Basketball discussion 
A soft ball to throw to a student to answer a question. 
The student then passes the 
ball to another student to see whether the second 
student agrees with the first. The 
second student then passes the ball to a third student 
who comments on why the answer 
is correct or not. This continues with questions like 
‘How? When? How long? Who else 
was involved? What else could have happened?’ de-
pending on the subject. 

Class vote 
Students vote on a question put to the class, this 
leads to discussion and misconceptions to be over-
come 

 
The aim is for students to feel confident in their learn-
ing and be able to understand what they know and 
what they need to spend time on in their independent 
learning to improve their long term outcomes in each 
subject. 

LITERACY 

Since 1909, Old Camdenians have 
been supporting both the school 
and its pupils with bursaries for 
education. Catch up on all of the 
news from Old Camdenians 
by clicking here 

OLD CAMDENIANS  

The trampolining club usually based at the Sobell cen-
tre have moved to be based in our very own sports 
hall. As many of you know trampoline lessons will help 
to improve your agility, balance, coordination as well 
as teaching you fundamental skills you can take in 
to all other sports. It is one of the most popular activi-
ties on the PE curriculum too. Classes are led by quali-
fied instructors and are suitable for all ages and abili-
ties from £20.75 per month. To book please visit.   

https://betterflow.courseprogress.co.uk 

 
Friday:  
                  18.30-19.30 12-15yrs  
 
Saturday:  
                  9am – 10am 5-7yrs 
                  10am -11am 5-7 yrs 
                  11am 9yrs + 
                  12pm 12-15yrs 

TRAMPOLINING CLUB AT BEACON 

http://www.oldcamdenians.info/
https://betterflow.courseprogress.co.uk/


LONDON CITY AIRPORT STEM AVIATION EVENT  

On Friday 4th November 2022 the Year 10 triple science students attended the London City Airport STEM in 
aviation event. STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics, covering a broad range of 
exciting careers and areas of research. 

The event was held at the ExCel centre and it also gave the opportunity for the students to travel on the new 
Elizabeth line. 

 

In the morning students participated in a range of sessions and experi-
ences showcasing how STEM skills can be applied in the workplace. 
There were presentations from companies including Boeing, Accenture 
and Arcadis. Accenture explained about their use of virtual reality tech-
nology during the COVID-19 lockdowns. The company actually has its 
own metaverse where they held meetings during this time - every em-
ployee has their own Oculus Quest!  

Boeing discussed all of the different jobs and functions within their 
company. They also explored what the role of an engineer is and why 
they are important. Micah won a highlighter for his excellent answer to 

the question  “what sustainably in aviation might look like in the future?” 

The University of East London ran a physics of flight session. The students were given 10 mins and a variety of 
objects and tools to come up with an enhanced flight for a polystyrene glider. The aim was to achieve an effec-
tive solution that would make the glider fly the furthest. Students made use of the design process: ask - imag-
ine - plan - create - improve. They then trialled how far their planes flew for each design. Manal’s group man-
aged to achieve the longest flight! 

After lunch was the London City Airport business challenge. The students 
were tasked to design an airport of the future to comply with a zero emis-
sion flight target. They had to use teamwork to form a capacity planning 
team, finance team and marketing team. With a £50 million budget they 
had to implement the relevant equipment and infrastructure and be able 
to justify why it would be conducive to their goal. 

At the end of the day the students then had to present the airports they 
had created to a panel of judges in an attempt to convince the CEO of Lon-
don City Airport that their design was the best.  



JACK PETCHEY 
Our Year 9 sports leaders had their first event of the 
school year with the visit of Tufnell Park primary 
school for sports hall athletics practice. 

 

Thirty year 3 and 4 pupils ran, jumped and threw their 
way through the afternoon under the watchful eye of 
the leaders who adeptly demonstrated, timed, count-
ed, measured and recorded their performances. They 
did this with such enthusiasm and maturity that Depu-
ty Headteacher David Gulliford remarked that these 
are the best group of sports leaders he’s seen yet - and 
he has seen a lot! Two students Ayyub and Joe made 
their leadership debuts and were awarded, along with 
Ecem and Taaliyah, with their prestigious sports leader 
shirts! Outstanding work by all of them showing our 
young people at their best. 

 

Leaders: Ecem, Taaliyah, Kiera, Haruun, Sean, Lok, Mo-
hamed, Ayyub, Joe, Celino, Matian and Samiul. 

Jack Petchey award winners Jayden and Matian treat-
ed themselves and a dozen friends to an afternoon of 
bowling and a trip to Nandos restaurant, courtesy of 
their winner’s grant. There was even time to have fun 
on the arcade games. Everyone really enjoyed them-
selves and for some it was their first time bowling and 
in Nandos! 

SPORTS LEADERS 



Year 7 

7KLE Defne 

    7JVO Crystal  

7MRI Elizabeth 

    7SST Maysa   

Year 8 

 8NBY Tia 

8EBU  Amber 

8SBH Amir 

Year 9 

9JHY Joe  

9DAG Charlie 

9MSH Feriel 

Year 10 

10DSI/AMC Shenice 

10RRI Jayden 

10ABO Jalal 

Year 11 

11CMC Keon 

11STU Akib  

11AGU Christopher 

11VWE Anna 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Have your contact details changed recently? Or does your child have a medical 
condition we do not know about? Please let the office staff know as soon as 

you can by emailing: postbox@beaconhigh.org  

ISLINGTON KS4 BOYS’ BADMINTON 

Beacon High had two 

teams in this competition 

held at A.M.S.I. Unfortu-

nately a late drop out left us one player short of two full 

teams. This meant one player from team A had to depu-

tise for team B in each of their 6 fixtures, which wasn’t 

ideal for consistency in performances. 

 

However, the boys all battled well and put in some good 

performances despite a very short period of pre-

competition preparation. Y-Dan and Tamzid were our 

most successful players. Well done to the whole squad. 

 

Squad: Tamzid, Y-Dan, Kerry, Hassan, Owen, Harvey, 

Wail.  

 

NUMERACY 

• From the way Wanda uses logic, she's 
definitely not a genius. The fact that 

Individual A shares one characteristic of a 
group of individuals does not logically imply 
that Individual A is a member of that group. 
Think of it this way. If Ralph had said, "All 

whales are good swimmers," Wanda would 
probably not have thought to herself, "Hey, 

I've always been a good swimmer. I must be 
a whale!" On the other hand, if Ralph had 

said, "All good swimmers are whales," 
Wanda would have had to assume either 

that she really was a whale or that Ralphie's
statement was false. 

The solution for last week’s numeracy challenge:


