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Dear families,
As this is the last newsletter of the year, I would like
to take the opportunity to thank you for all of your
support over the past 12 months. It has been an
extremely successful year and our learners continue to go from strength to strength. Schools are not
just about the academic study in lessons but are
also communities where young people can explore
their identities, their dreams and their hopes and
aspirations. At Beacon High we celebrate our diversity and our inclusion. We pride ourselves on the
work we do to support our youngsters with many of
the difficulties that teenagers face in today’s world.
As you are aware we were closed on Friday 13th
December for staff training. This training is part of a
two year project to help staff deal with young people who have experienced trauma in their lives. This
training helps teachers and support staff guide and
nurture all of our students on their journeys
through education and on to the next phase of their
education.
During this year there have been so many opportunities offered to our learners that I cannot mention
them all here. I know that for those of you who regularly read the newsletter you are aware of our extra
-curricular offer, whether it is academic, mentoring, cultural or sporting, there is something for
everyone. Please encourage your children to join
one of the many programmes in the new year as it
helps them develop as young adults and may guide
them into further opportunities in their futures.
The pending holiday is an opportunity for everyone
to relax and unwind after a very long and productive
term. Our year 11s have completed their mock exams (results published in January) and our year 9s
have sat their assessments so that we can begin to
prepare them for their options decisions in the
Spring term. This is the first time in many years that
the school has not had teaching vacancies and temporary teachers at school and consequently it has
made a difference to the progress of all of our
learners. The teachers and support staff at Beacon
High choose to work here because they want to
make a difference to the lives of our young people.
They too, deserve thanks and praise for everything that they do. Likewise the Governors and
the leaders of the school are often overlooked
so I hope you will join me in wishing everyone
who contributes to the success of the
school, a very happy holiday. Finally, I wish
to thank our parent and carer community
for helping us make a difference. Without your constant support this journey
would not be possible.
Best wishes

@Beacon_High

Friday 13th December 2019

MAKE-IT! AT BEACON HIGH
Eleven
KS3
students have
been ‘making
it’ on Thursday
evenings at Make-it!, Beacon High’s
D&T club. The idea is to give students
an additional opportunity to be
hands on with the wonderful tools
and machines we are so fortunate to
have in our school workshops. Our
first project was to build bug hotels
to encourage
biodiversity a
particularly
important matter in our urban
environment.
Our materials
are all recy-

cled, mainly
from old pallets and other scavenged
items - all of
which
we
have learned
to reprocess.
Next term we
join a project run by The British
Council and The Design & Technology
Association where we will be making desk lamps powered by our own
sustainable power source. Brody, YDan, Archie, Lewis, Davi, Bobby, Diana, Simon, Danny, Yahya and Mohammad form the current team of
‘makers’ but there’s plenty of room
for more to join next term.

GARDENING CLUB CELEBRATE AT MARKET ROAD
On a very cold December day, students
from Beacon High Gardening Club received
the warmest of thankyous from Islington
Parks Department and members of the
local community.
We have been able to learn, have
fun and make friends outside in a
way that wouldn't happen during
the normal school day

Last week, students, their parents/carers
and members from Islington Council and
local community groups gathered at the
newly established “Wild and Green Community Nature Garden” on Market Road.
They were there to celebrate our students’
gardening work and commitment to the
development of the
nature garden over
the last year.
Those in attendance
were treated

to outstanding presentations from Beacon
High students. Students presented an
overview of the work they have completed
over the past year. They also shared their
reflections on what they had learnt and
what they had most enjoyed throughout
the process. In the words of Eva Urbinati
(Year 9) “School and sitting in a classroom
learning is great but what I really loved
about this project is that we have been able
to learn, have fun and make friends outside
in a way that wouldn't happen during the
normal school day”.

LIBRARY
DECORATIONS

BTEC HAIR AND BEAUTY
Year 11 students took part in a BTEC Hair and Beauty lesson at
Samuel Rhodes School on site hair salon. The session involved
learning how to manicure and paint nails as well as how to
wash, blow dry and style hair.

Check out our
festive library!

CLASS REP ELECTION
WORK EXPERIENCE

On December 12th, after manifesto pledges and weeks of
campaigning, students went to the polls to vote for their
class reps. We will publish the eagerly awaited results in
the next issue of The Beacon!

This week Year 10 attended a special assembly on preparing for
work experience. Work experience prepares students for the
world of work, builds aspiration and is also great for college
applications and CVs. Anna from Inspire! spoke to the students
about what they will need to consider in terms of skills, favourite
subjects, hobbies and aspirations. We are encouraging students to find their own
work placements, so they can
experience something that
they want to do in the future.
Please speak to your child at
home about this and support
them getting their work experience placement forms completed over the holidays.

Have your contact details changed recently? Or does your child have a medical condition
we do not know about? Please let the office staff know as soon as you can by emailing:

postbox@beacon.org

