
Book Reading Checklist for Parents:  

How am I building my child’s early literacy skills? 

The road to literacy starts long before your child begins to read and 
write on her own. As a parent, you play a key role in building the 
“emergent literacy skills” that prepare your child for success in 
school: oral language, vocabulary, story comprehension, print 
knowledge, and sound awareness. When you spend time sharing 
books with your child, you’re helping them build these important 
skills. Frequent book reading is just one part of helping your child 
learn – exactly how you share the book also makes a difference.  

For the next five weeks the Beacon will contain tips and a checklist 
to help you develop your child's literacy skills effectively!  

Friday 14th October 2022 

LITERACY 
Dear families, 
 
Congratulations to our football teams 
on some excellent performances and 
victories in their matches this week. 

I would like to remind you that students 
who do additional learning at home are 
likely to do better in school. During self-
study, students learn at their own pace, 
focusing more on areas that interest 
them the most or that which they un-
derstand better. This helps reduce feel-
ings of frustration, anxiety, or boredom 
that students may struggle with within 
a classroom setting. Academic studies 
have found evidence of the benefits of 
independent learning, including: im-
proved academic performance; in-
creased motivation and confidence; 
greater student awareness of their limi-
tations and their ability to manage 
them; enabling teachers to provide 
differentiated tasks for students. We 
have a wide range of independent 
learning activities including Maths 
Watch and GCSE pod, as well as Beacon 
Edge activities and set home learning 
tasks. There is also no better independ-
ent learning than simply reading a 
book. Please ensure that your child is 
focused on their independent learning 
every evening.  
 
Next week on Friday 21st October we 
are having a wear red day as part of the 
Show Racism the Red Card initiative. It 
is a day where everyone is encouraged 
to wear something red. 

 
Black History Month will culminate in 
our International Evening Celebra-
tion on Thursday 10th November 
at 5pm. Our Year 10 and 11 par-
ents and carers are also expected 
to attend our Information Even-
ing on Wednesday 19th Octo-
ber. And finally our Academ-
ic Planning Day is on Friday 
11th November along with 
Year 11 Careers Day. 
 
Yours sincerely 

Founded 2019  

YEAR 8 BOYS FOOTBALL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The year 8 football team won their game convincingly in the Inner 

London Cup against Oakland School. The particularly standout per-

formances were from Albie and Emirham.  



EFA - EMBEDDING FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT  

We are proud to make you aware that our staff and students will be undertaking a two-year professional devel-

opment programme for all schools and colleges that has been independently proven to increase student 

achievement.  

We'll make sure that you receive regular updates about our progress with the programme! 

Building on over 20 years of research by Dylan Wiliam and Siobhan Leahy, this programme has shown to make 

a positive impact on student achievement and teacher behaviours. The Education Endowment Foundation 

found: 

 Learners made the equivalent of two months’ additional progress in their Attainment 8 GCSE score. 

 Learners in the lowest third for prior attainment made more progress than their classmates in the top 

third. 

Teachers felt the Teacher Learning Communities (TLCs) improved their practice by allowing valuable dialogue 
between teachers and encouraged experimentation with formative assessment strategies. 
We have chosen to introduce the Embedding Formative Assessment programme into Beacon High to: 

 Improve teaching and learning across your school by empowering teachers to trial and refine formative 

assessment strategies. 

 Enable learners to take responsibility for their own learning through peer and self-review techniques. 

 Support your teachers in taking ownership over their learning by providing professional development and 

leadership opportunities. 

Build a stronger sense of community in schools with teachers and learners collaborating with each other with 
common goals. 
 

How does Embedding Formative Assessment work? 

 Through monthly workshops, known as Teacher Learner Communities (TLCs), groups of teachers focus on 

key formative assessment strategies that could be used in their classroom and feedback on the impact of tech-

niques previously used. In between the workshop sessions, teachers are encouraged to conduct peer lesson 

observations and provide feedback to each other 

regularly. 

Over a sustained period, this leads to whole-school 
impact as the TLC model provides support and ac-
countability, and the regularity of the meetings sup-
ports a change in classroom habits which perme-
ates throughout the school with conversations in 
staff rooms, classroom drop-ins and regular peer 
observation and reviews. 
Our teachers have taken part in two workshops so 
far and have focused on 'Working Collaboratively' 
and 'Clarifying and Sharing Learning Intentions'. 
Here is a picture of one of our Year 11 students fol-
lowing an activity called 'Reflective Learners': 

 

 



Year 7 

7KLE Roy 

7JVO Jevvon 

7MRI Elizabeth  

7SST Rose 

Year 8 

8NBY  Nali 

8EBU  Anthony 

8SBH Faith 

Year 9 

9JHY Melina  

9DAG Lok 

9MSH Elijah 

Year 10 

10DSI/AMC Shun 

10RRI Ashton 

10ABO Abdi 

Year 11 

11CMC Bradley 

11STU  Bryan 

11AGU Christopher 

11VWE Chenyi 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Have your contact details changed recently? Or does your child have a medical 
condition we do not know about? Please let the office staff know as soon as 

you can by emailing: postbox@beaconhigh.org  

YEAR 10 SCIENCE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NUMERACY 

True Colours

Mr. Black, Mr. Brown, and Mr. White were having a 
conversation. 

"It's funny," said Mr. Black to the other two men, "that we are 
all wearing different colours, but none of us is wearing 

the colour that is the same as his name.“

"True," agreed the man who was wearing white.

Use the information in this conversation to give the correct 
last name of the man wearing each colour (black, 

brown, and white). 

5 achievement points for a correct answer

The year 10 triple Science students started their GCSE core practi-

cals this week. The first practical was to carry out a distillation 

experiment. Distillation is an important process; it can be used to 

separate the different products in crude oil, make alcoholic drinks 

like whisky and vodka and to purify water to make it drinkable. 

The whole class managed to successfully separate water from an 

ink mixture.  


