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Dear families,

Welcome to the final newsletter of the
academic year. Firstly, I would like to
wish all of our leavers, staff and
students, our bestwishes.MsMcDonald,
Mr Meneghello, Ms Simons and Ms
Williams are all off to new schools. We
also wish good luck to a number of our
families from Afghanistan who joined us
in November and are now moving to
different parts of the country. We hope
they enjoyed their stay at Beacon High
and inLondonandwish themwell in their
new locations. They have been a
tremendous asset to our school which is
reflected in the wonderful celebration
event at the City of London School on
Wednesday evening. They represented
ourschool sowell.

The final few days of school are set to be
extremely hot; consequently, I have said
that students will be able to leave their
blazers and ties at home. Tailored school
shorts were introduced into our uniform
last month. Please ensure your child
bringsawaterbottle toschool.

Congratulations to all of our Reach Out
and Upward Bound students who have
graduated this week. It makes us
extremely proud to see our school
representedat theseevents.

Thank you to all of our parents who
attended Academic Review Day on
Friday. It is so good to celebrate our
learners achievements with you and to
wrapuptheyearwithgoalsforthefuture.

Please remember that our school day
finishes at 3.15pm from September 2022
not 3.00pm this is to bring us in linewith
the new required school hours from
the Department for Education. The
school day will begin at 8.40 and end
at 3.15.

We look forward towelcomingour
new year 7 on Friday 2nd
September and Year 8-11 on
Monday5thSeptember.

Finally, haveasafeandhappy
summer.

Key stage 3 have been studying 'Maths in Art' thisweek, looking at
Geometry in architecture and design. They have also been
investigating 'TheMagic Rose' and 'Straight line curves.' A
reminder thatmathematics is a beautiful and creative subject,
and not just about number.

ISLAMIC ART

From September the price of a school meal will increase to £2.30.
Please make sure that your child’s card has sufficient funds to
cover the increase.

If you think you might be eligible for free school meals, visit: https:/
/www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

Financial support for families:

https://www.islington.gov.uk/children-and-families/benefits-
and-financial-support - financial support options

https ://d irectory. is l ington.gov.uk/kb5/ isl ington/directory/
results.page?qt=food+banks&sorttype=relevance - local food
banks

https ://d irectory. is l ington.gov.uk/kb5/ isl ington/directory/
results.page?qt=domestic+violence&sorttype=relevance

- support with domestic violence

IMPORTANT NOTICE
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Well done to the following year 10 students
that have successfully completed the
MentoringWorksProgramme :

Chenyi, Jessica, Hassan, Nickolai, Hamid,
Harvey, Ligia, Kaya. Muhammed, Akib,Abira &
Nasma.

The studentswere each awardedwith an IPAD
from Mentoring Works for their commitment

MENTORING WORKS

Three of our year 7 pupils went to Oxfordshire on a
three day music residential trip last week. Atakan,
Nicolas andEslah played their violins in an80piece
orchestra who all learnt four songs in just three
days andwent on to play them live to an audience of
peers and parents. Alongside thiswe played sports
at sunset, went on country walks and made new
friends from across the country, all in the amazing
setting of Radley College. Definitely an experience
to be remembered!

MENTORING WORKS

RADLEY TRIP

Our new Year 7's enjoyed a fun packed day making Bug
Hotels; writing stories and conducting Science
experiments as part of the boroughwide Transition Day
on July 7th. We look forward to seeing them all at
Summer School (22nd - 26th August) and on our first
day back in September: Friday 2ndSeptember.

YEAR 6 TRANSITION DAY

METROPOLIS TRIP
Four students from Year 8 and 9 were given the opportunity to visit
MetropolisStudiosasareward for thework theyhadproduced in theirMusic
Technology drop down sessions. Metropolis Studios is Europe’s number 1
independent recording studio and home to the best mastering engineers in
the world. We were able to visit the spaces that really famous celebrities
have occupied such as the likes of Adel and Amy Winehouse. We were also
able to meet with engineers that make the magic happen and see the
equipment and process that they use. This experience allowed our students
to prepare for the finalMusic track that they're creating.

“I didn't realise howmuch science is involved inmusic”

Feedback fromMetropolis:

“Lovely meeting you and the students today. Hope you all enjoyed it and
learnt something!

My email is always here if you or the students ever have anymore questions
or want to get any advice etc etc. That offer is open to any of your other
students of course.

Would love tohear theguy's tracksat somepoint even if theyareunfinished!”



They have no need of our help
So do not tell me
These haggard faces could belong to you or me
Should life have dealt a different hand
We need to see them for who they really are
Chancers and scroungers
Layabouts and loungers
With bombs up their sleeves
Cut-throats and thieves
They are not
Welcome here
We should make them
Go back to where they came from
They cannot
Share our food
Share our homes
Share our countries
Instead let us
Build a wall to keep them out
It is not okay to say
These are people just like us
A place should only belong to those who are born
there
Do not be so stupid to think that
The world can be looked at another way

(now read from bottom to top)

A poem by Bill Bilston

Wewish those families from Afghanistan who have
joinedus this year andaremovingonevery success
wherever they are going. They have made an
impressive contribution to our school community
culminating in the celebration event on Wednesday
where Haya and Walid made moving speeches and
Jalal and Husna gave a poignant reading of Bill
Bilston’s poem ‘Refugees’.

CELEBRATION EVENT

Read by Husna and Jalal

I am Haya from Afghanistan. Afghanistan where thousands of colour
dreams are ruined in the name of religion and a small world of happiness
has been destroyed due to government conflicts. A world full of talents,
dreams, hopes and ambitions. I can hear the sounds of laughing girls in
their classrooms, there are girls playing football, there are girls painting
the beautiful nature, there are girls withmillions of dreams but now those
dreamshavechanged tonightmares.

I am Haya from Afghanistan, where people consider their land as their
motherand theyalwayssay (wattanamooryezmongye), buton the26thof
August 2021 I saw thousandsof people includingus leaving theirmother to
save their lives when their own motherland land was not safe for them.
Someleft theirhouseswithopendoors,someleft theirfamiliesandfriends,
some left their respectul jobsandall of them left bundlesofmemories that
they struggled to achieve their whole life. Memories like starting the day
with thebeautiful soundofazaan, thestudentssinging thenationalanthem
holdingtheirhandstotheirchest.Thestreetsfullofchildrenplayingcricket,
the early morning of Eid, the happiness when electricity arrives after a
whole day of waiting for it. The lights in those beautiful big mountains.
During thenight, thosemountainswere fancybuildings forusand themost
important, our threecoloured flagwaving in thesky.

I am Haya from Afghanistan, words like war, poverty, misogyny and
illiteracy immediately come to yourmindwhenever you hear Afghanistan
which is actually the dark truth of today’s Afghanistan. I remember the day
when I askedmy teacherwith full disappointment that therearemore than
200 countries in the world. Why am I born in Afghanistan? She just smiled
and said you will know the value of your land and you will feel the love for
Afghanistanwhenyouwon’tbehere. Iactually felt that line frommyteacher
when the plane took off and I saw Kabul through the small window for the
last time. I felt that line when I saw the beautiful big gate of Beacon High
School, the big classroom, new desks and chairs but suddenly I
remembered the small door ofmyKainat School, the old desksand chairs,
thewhite board and the broken fan ofmy small classroom. Andwhen I felt
that line,whenIenteredmynewclassroominanewschoolbutcouldn’t find
those faces that I used to see everymorning inmy class. I couldn’t findmy
childhood friend sitting next to me. I felt that love for my country when for
the first timeEiddaywasnormal aseverydayand justmissed the table full
of dried fruits and cookies. The guest room full of relatives and children
asking foreidi. If thiswasthe life Iwished Icouldhave thenwhyamIstillnot
happy. Why am I still missing everything about Afghanistan? Maybe it’s
becausenowIdon’t considerAfghanistanasapartofmywhole identity.

I am Haya from Afghanistan, words like peace, education and freedom
come tomymindwhen I hear Afghanistanwhich is the hope for today and
will be thebright future for tomorrow.

There isaquote inournationalanthemwhichsays(dahewadbatalzalezhe
leka lemar par shna asman) which means this country will always shine
like thesunand thebluesky.

Thesun isnowbehind thosedarkcloudswhichcanonlybe removedbyour
educationandthefeelingof loveforourcountry.Wearethelastandtheonly
hopeforthefutureofAfghanistan. I justwanttoremindeverysinglestudent
sitting in this hall that youare fromAfghanistanand this reality is not going
to change. Wherever you go, whatever you wear, however you change
yourself but still youwill be known as an Afghan. So please don’t miss any
opportunity to get an education, use that education for the future of
Afghanistan.

Last but not least, I would like to thank Beacon High school. Mr Streeter it
was a wonderful experience being a part of Beacon High. Thank you Miss
Akhtar foryourkindnessandsupport.

Haya Speech..



Another successful venture for our sports
leaders who rounded off a very busy year
of leadership as we hosted this event on
our M.U.G.A. Parents, pupils and staff all
had a great time and were full of praise for
our students. Brecknock school’s
Executive Head Teacher Helen was swift
to praise what an outstanding job they did
and all were extremely grateful to Beacon
High for hosting this event for the first
time. Special mentions to leader debutant
Ecem and to Kiera who organiser Tom
singled out for special mention for her and
proactive attitude in helping out.

Brecknock School Sports Day

Thursday 25thAugust from9am-12pm

Results Day is a really important day for your child and
so, on Thursday 25th August, we will be offering all of
our Year 11 students individual appointments (face to
face). Your child will be expected to come into school,
collect their results and discuss them with a key
member of staff.

The appointments will take approximately 10 minutes
per student andwill take place between 9am and 12pm.
We ask that students attend these meetings on their
ownalthoughwedounderstand that someparentsmay
wish to support their child andbring them to the school.
We ask that you wait outside the building until your
child’s appointment has completed.

Please look out for a letter that details your child's
appointment time.

YEAR 11 RESULTS DAY

Good evening everyone.

My name isWalid and I’m 14 years old. I am in year 9.

I’m from Afghanistan but now I live in London. Before Taliban took over
Afghanistan was very safe. Taliban changed the lives of the Afghan
people for example Taliban didn’t allowgirls to go school.

When I came to theUKeverythingwasnew formebecause in theUK they
have strict rules and systems. Everyone has to follow the rules by law.
So when I first came to Beacon High School, I was shocked that I have
startedmy education in a British school. It tookme a while to settle into
the newschool life. I havemade newmany friends.

My teachers have been great support and have helped me in my
subjects. Now, I feel more confident in my communication skills in
English. At the moment I am preparing for GCSE exams. I hope I will do
well and Iwill trymybest to achieve the highest grade that I can possibly
get.

I want to say thank you so much to all the Beacon High school staff
because they have been very kind and supportive. They did not treat me
anydifferently compared toanyotherstudents. I like thewayeveryone is
equal.

Walid’s Speech…

ART OF THE WEEK
Faye in Year 9’s final piece onProtest Art



Have your contact details changed recently? Or does your childhave a medical
conditionwe do not know about? Please let the officestaff know as soon as

you can by emailing: postbox@beaconhigh.org

Hello everyone and as we head toward the end of term, I
hope that you and your youngsters have enjoyed the last few
weeks of termwith their focus on learning and development
but also a whole range of different activities, drama and
music presentations, school trips, sports days, graduations,
end of school proms andmanymore. Our school staff put so
much effort into organising these events, and the young
people into engaging with them, so a big thank you to staff
and participants and the very supportive families. For our
year 6 and year 11 students, we wish you every success and
great learning as you move onto your next phase of
education.

Last summer there were very few staff leavers, this year
quite a number have decided to move on, many to further
develop their careers and or to change locations. I would
like to thank each and every member of staff who is leaving
us andwish themwell in the future,

We have in the federation enjoyed four years of stable
headteacher leadership, but this year we are saying a very
big thank you and a sad goodbye to Armadeep Panesar,
Headteacher at Copenhagen Primary School. Armadeep,
started with us in November 2016 as an interim deputy and
then was made permanent Headteacher in April 2017.
Securing a "good" Ofsted rating, Armadeep has an inbuilt
sense of adventure and joy, which has set the tone for
Copenhagen school and its community. Its celebratory
events of all cultures has created a diverse community,
where parents share the common currency of cakes and in
creating a happy welcoming school, and set the culture for
high standards of learning, as we saw in the very high
results achieved in 2019. Introducing Healthy eating glasses
and Zumba for parents, the Friday red carpet awards for
parents and much more, I know she will be missed, but she
goes onto a bigger role in Tottenham, this we should
celebrate and wish her well, and say THANK YOU, Miss
Panesar.

A mark of a good leader is to develop their team, so I am
delighted to confirm that we have appointed Matthew
Akkinayajo to the role of Interim Headteacher. Matthew has
been a deputy headteacher for both Copenhagen and
Vittoria, he is well known throughout the school community
and I am sure you will join with me in wishing him every
success.

As you break for your summer holidays, I know somewill be
able to enjoy some time outside of London, both in the UK
and abroad, and others of you will perhaps find it harder,
especially with the increasingly expensive cost of living, to
take advantage of the school holiday period. I would urge
you though to seek out the school holiday activities provided
in Islington, to seek out themany "for free" places in London
and if nothing else, just get outside and explore. Wishing you
all well,

Jill McLaughlin, Chair of Governors

Islington Futures Federation of Community Schools

FROM THE GOVERNOR
Greetings all!

Since more than a decade
ago, I have been driven and
committed to supporting
children and creating a more
just society. In 2005, I
participated asaparent governor
on the management committee of a
nursery school before becoming a parent
governor at a primary school where I chaired and
supported the finance committee.

In 2017, I was appointed as a parent governor at Beacon
High, where I gained a greater interest in supporting
young people and connecting with them over the years to
enhance or even develop their goals and aspirations in
order toprovide themwith thebest possibleoutcomes for
the remainder of their lives and this remains the case.
Everything revolves around ensuring the health and
safety of children. I joined the safeguarding team in 2017
and subsequently became an associate governor,
allowingme to continue tomake significant contributions
to the federation. I have since also taken over the role as
link governor forSafeguarding andSEND.

Although I have a strong business background, having
worked inbusiness recoveryandasanofficemanager for
the Insolvency Service for over a decade, I have
always been passionate about assisting young people in
achieving their ambitions. I went back to school in 2017 to
earn a degree in Youth Studies and Criminology and I will
be completing a master's degree in safeguarding and
security in 2023 in order to better support vulnerable
youngpeople.

I am incredibly proud to be a part of this federation,where
Ihavecontributed to the transitionbyactingas thevoiceof
the school by speaking to parents in the local schools,
which isessential inorder tounderstand the thoughtsand
sentiments of parents and guardians. Being a governor is
a rewarding experience,with ongoing positive guidance if
required.

All the best,

ZaleeraWallace



A big thank you toMr Deane in allowing his students to
help cookCarrot CakeMuffins,

They were: Sidney, Maksim, Kyle, Zakariya, Ciara,
Teighan andKemiah.

We were generously supplied with Carrots, Beetroot,
Coriander, Dill, Red Onions, Peppers from Mr Deane's
allotment. All ingredients went into the making of
Chocolate Beetroot Muffins and Carrot Cake Muffins
with enough left over to supply the kitchen canteen, let
alone toppings for the flatbread pizza which were all
sold alongside the plant sale, which all helpedwith the
fund raising, this was only doable with the help of the
Beacon High students mentioned. A great afternoon
was had by all in food learning and cookingmethods. It
brings themeaning of the saying " from field to plate" a
reality and an appreciation from where some of our
food is cultivated and grown.

I hope therewill be a lotmore collaboration of this sort
in the future.

FROM FIELD TO PLATE



Eight Islingtonprimaryschoolseachbringing twenty
Year 5 and 6 pupils loved amorning of activities here
at Beacon High. The children revelled in activities as
varied as archery, badminton, boxing, dance, fitness,
football, handball and karate, very well supported
and guided by our famous sports leaders! In the gym
medals were awarded for the top 3 boys and top 3
girls in each of the ‘speed skips’ and ‘hang time’
competitions.Hugecredit toMatianwhovolunteered
and gave up his lunch time to bravely answer lots of
questions the children had about the transition to
secondaryschools.Heansweredclearly, confidently
and gave very positive responses. Organiser Denise
was fulsome in her praise of all the leaders and the
school forhosting theeventonceagain.

SUMMER SPORTS FESTIVAL
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