
Painted clay roses as part of 
the natural forms project. 
Created by Gabriela in 

Year 10  

Dear families, 

We have finally made it to the end of a term 
like no other term we have ever experienced. I 
wanted to take the opportunity to congratulate 
you on stepping up to support your children 
through a tremendously difficult time. We 
could not have got here without you. 

In September we welcome back all our learn-
ers. As I have said in previous newsletters our 
students will be working in zoned areas of the 
school and will have staggered breaks, lunch-
times and dismissal. We do not know how 
things will pan out in the Autumn and whether 
there will be another local lockdown. We have 
plans in place to cope with all eventualities 
and as long as our staff are healthy, we will 
remain open to all our students. There may be 
times when staffing levels drop and we may 
have to reduce our opening to all students to 
certain year groups and move to a blended 
learning programme which is a combination of 
in school and home learning. This is why our 
commitment to ‘Chromebooks for all’ is so 
essential. Please make sure you have read the 
information on the school website:https://
beaconschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/
document/Chromebook-for-Learning-Parent-
Pack-Beacon-High-Version.pdf?t=1594816708?
ts=1594816708. It is great that so many parents 
have already seen the benefit of this hugely 
discounted offer, many of you have already 
signed up and paid for the Chromebooks. 

We are planning our face to face appointments 
for Results Day on 20th August. Results will be 
emailed to students’ beaconhigh.org email 
accounts if they are unable to attend their 
appointment. Please make sure they check 
their email accounts for their appointments. 
We say goodbye to Mr Franklin, Ms Bicette, Ms 
Abdallah, Ms Jordan, Ms Dawson, Mr Manu, Ms 
Julian and Ms Thorpe. We thank them for eve-
rything they have done for our students and 

wish them all the best for the future. 
Do make sure you follow our school twitter 
account, @Beacon_High, which is another 
way that we have communicated with our 
families through lockdown. 

If you are going on holiday please make 
sure that you are safe and practice 
social distancing. We can’t wait to 
see you all back safely in Septem-
ber.  

 
Yours sincerely 
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To all parents, grandparents and 
carers, 

 We believe parents are their 
children's first and most impor-
tant educators. 

 We are committed to developing 
a strong relationship between 
parents and school. 

 We also encourage children to 
develop 'growth mind-sets', so 
children believe that ability and 
success are not pre-determined, 
but due to learning. 

We are therefore delighted to give a 
growth and learning opportunity to 
you as parents and carers as well! 

Islington Council have invested in 4 
award-winning, quality-marked, evi-
dence-based online courses by the 
Solihull Approach (a national NHS 
organisation). 

These courses are avail-
able FREE of charge 
for ALL parents-to-be, parents, 
grandparents or carers of any child 
from antenatal up to age 18 years 
who want to be the best they can 
be.  You don’t need to be struggling. 
The courses are relevant to parents 
of all children, including those with 
special needs, autism, ADHD etc: 

 Understanding your baby 

 Understanding your pregnancy, 
labour, birth and your baby 

 Understanding your child (0-19 
years, main course)  

 Understanding your teenager’s 
behaviour (short course) 

Please take advantage of this fan-
tastic resource while you can. 

How to access the courses: 

 Visit the ‘Our Place’ website here 

 Click on ‘Start now: Buy courses 
or apply code’ 

 Enter access code: Bright start 

 Enter your information and post-
code 

 Start your course! 

You will be asked a few questions to 
confirm that you are eligible to use 
these codes. Your responses 
will not be linked to your name. You 
will also be asked to create an ac-
count so that you can revisit the 
course anytime, on any device and 
resume where you left off. 

You will not receive any marketing 
emails. Your details will not be 
passed on to any third party, not 
even the council or the school. 

We welcome your feedback. 

For further information about the 
course visit www.inourplace.co.uk  

For technical support 
email solihull.approach@heartofengl
and.nhs.uk or ring 0121 296 4448 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 

 

FREE ONLINE COURSES FOR ISLINGTON BASED PARENTS  

ART OF THE WEEK 

Friday 17th July 2020 
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Since 1909, Old Camdenians have 
been supporting both the school 
and its pupils with bursaries for 
education, foreign visits, a large 
donation towards funding new 
gym equipment, the school’s Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, 
the school choir and now, funding Chromebooks for students dur-
ing the Covid 19 pandemic.       

Old Camdenians’ moto 

The Bill and Nora Wraight Old Camdenians Memorial Fund, is an 
Old Camdenians’ Trust Fund to assist alumni of Beacon High who 
have embarked or are due to embark on tertiary education and 
intend to obtain a recognised qualification 
of either an academic or vocational na-
ture. If that is you contact 

admin@oldcamdenians.info for an appli-
cation form. 

Catch up on all of the news from Old  
Camdenians by clicking here 

Have your contact details changed recently? Or does your child have a medical condition  
we do not know about? Please let the office staff know as soon as you can by emailing:  

postbox@beaconhigh.org  

Capital City Group Colleges are open all over the 
summer period for online enquiries and in some 
cases enrolments where possible. 

See each college's individual website for the most 
up to date information, including information on 
what to do if a student needs more advice, or didn’t 
get the grades they were expecting. 

City and Islington College 

CONEL 

Westminster Kingsway College 

From GCSE results day on Thursday 20 August, the 
majority of enrolments will happen online.  There 
will also be limited face to face on-site enrolment 
for those students who are not able to enrol 
online.  All of our sites are COVID safe and the two-
metre social distancing rules will apply. Live Chat 
will be available as the best way of talking to an 
advisor quickly with many of our Career Advisors on 
hand if required, you can also text us if you prefer 
and an advisor will get back to you. You can find all 
numbers and details on the appropriate website. 

More details on this or any other post 16 progres-
sion questions from Lorraine Blyth, Post-16 Partici-
pation Manager. 

SUMMER ARRANGEMENTS FOR YEAR 

11 APPLICANTS TO CAPITAL CITY  

COLLEGE GROUP COLLEGES 

 We are still looking for a 
few more young people to 
take on the challenge of 
stand up comedy...and we 
are going to do it face to 
face but at a distance! Ex-
citing times... 

Starting the 20th July till the 24th July, FREE! 

Open to young people who live or study in Islington. 
This is a great project for improving wellbeing, 
overcoming anxiety, and building motivation. 

 Click here for more information. 

STAND UP FOR YOURSELF 

Click here for the Local Authority home learning page.   

SUMMER HOME LEARNING 

100 GREAT BLACK BRITONS 

THE OLD CAMDENIANS’ CHROMEBOOK FUND     

The Old Camdenians’ 
Chromebook Fund 

Donate £120 

http://www.oldcamdenians.info
https://www.candi.ac.uk/enrol
https://www.conel.ac.uk/enrol
http://www.westking.ac.uk/
https://www.summerversity.co.uk/events/stand-up-for-yourself
https://www.islingtoncs.org/home-learning


Dear families, 
 

I am delighted to introduce to you our new ‘Chromebooks for Learning Scheme’ that 
we are launching at Beacon High from September 2020. This scheme will see all stu-
dents have the opportunity to own a brand new Chromebook to support their learn-
ing journey throughout their time at our school.   

The Governing Body agreed to support our ‘Chromebooks for All’ initiative. This is 
something we have been working to secure for sometime. Since lockdown started it 
became evident that those students who had access to electronic devices at home 
had an advantage over their peers. National research has indicated that where stu-
dents have had their own computer to work on, their learning has been less affected 
by home schooling than students who have had to share a device with their siblings, 
or were working on their phones. We believe that all our learners deserve the very 
best opportunities to be successful. Electronic learning is something that many pri-
vate schools have been doing for a long time. Why should this be any different in Lo-
cal Authority schools? 

The future is uncertain and we know that we want all our learners to have the best 
opportunities available to them. In every class they will be working on their Chrome-
books and they will have access to their entire curriculum at school and at home. No 
learning opportunity needs to be missed. With this in mind we have ordered 
Chromebooks for all our students at a hugely discounted price. This means that fami-
lies will be able to purchase them at 65% discount. (We have also provided a loan 
option or payment in instalments option as well). These chromebooks will become 
an essential part of our students’ learning in school and at home. 

We will expect students to bring their devices to school every day fully charged for 
use in lessons. 

Students and parents need to consider the payment options explained within this 
parent pack before making their choice. Every effort has been made to make the 

offer as affordable as possible but if the cost remains a barrier alternative ar-
rangements will be made. 

I hope that you will find all the information you need about our 
scheme within this parent pack.  

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this 
information. 

Chromebooks for 

Learning Scheme 



Costs 

We are able to purchase the Chromebooks that have an 
RRP of £225 at a greatly reduced price. We will further 
subsidise the costs for parents allowing us  to offer the 
Chromebook for you to buy at a substantially discounted 
price of £80 (this is further reduced to £40 for students 
who receive pupil premium funding). This can be paid in a 
single one off payment or via monthly instalments. Once 
purchased, the Chromebook is your property and will con-
tinue to be after your child has left the school.  

Alternatively, students can be loaned a Chromebook for a 
year by leaving a deposit of £50 that is refunded on return 
of the device. 
 
Payments can be made using the School Gateway app. 
 

Purchase options for Lenovo   
Chromebook 100e 

 Students 
who do not 
receive pupil 
premium 
funding  

Students who  
receive pupil  
premium 
funding  

Total cost £80 £40 

Monthly  
Instalments 

10 monthly 
payments of 
£8 

10 monthly 
payments of 
£4 

What’s included? 
 Lenovo Chromebook 100e 

 Chrome Management License 

 1 year manufacturer warranty 

 Standard laptop sleeve 

 G Suite for Education apps 

Repairs 
Chromebooks are built for use in schools and are very robust machines. However, should a Chromebook 
stop working we are providing an on-site repair service for Chromebooks purchased as part of the Beacon 
High Chromebooks for Learning Scheme. Any device that can be fixed by our on-site technician will be 
done so free of charge for the duration of a student's time at the school.  

If the device cannot be fixed on site then we will arrange any repairs or replacements as necessary. 
Chromebooks are covered by a one year manufacturer warranty and any faults to machines will be fixed 
free of charge. Any faults not covered by the warranty or outside the warranty period will be arranged by 
the school’s technicians and families will need to cover the cost of these repairs or replacement. It is 
worth mentioning that in other schools where a similar model has been adopted, very few faults have 
been reported. Support with payments will be available in the form of monthly instalments. 

Insurance 
Beacon High will not offer to insure the devices for loss, damage or theft. You should check the cover 
terms of your household insurance as this may cover devices in and out of your home. Some packaged 
bank accounts also come with ‘gadget’ insurance included. 

Chromebooks for 

Learning Scheme 



Additional Information 
Benefits of Chromebook 
Chromebooks have many advantages over tradi-
tional laptops. 

 Quick to boot and ready to use in 8 seconds 

 Long battery life of over 10 hours 

 Sturdy and built for use in schools 

 Easy to use 

 Secure devices that cannot get a virus 

 Lightweight and portable 

 eSafe and advanced filtering are compatible 
supporting online safety 

 Works seamlessly with G Suite for Education 

 Inexpensive compared to most laptops 

 Lower risk of theft compared to handheld 
devices 

Chromebooks and G Suite for Educa-
tion 

Beacon High already use G Suite for Education so 
staff and students are familiar with some of its func-
tions. Students will be able to use: 

 Gmail - school wide email system 

 Drive - Store and organize assignments, docu-
ments, or class curriculum securely and ac-
cess them from any device. 

 Calendar - Share calendars or create a joint 
calendar with members of your class to easily 
keep track of schedules and deadlines. 

 Docs, Sheets and Slides - Collaborate, share 
feedback, and work together with your stu-
dents in real time on documents, spread-
sheets, and presentations. 

 Google Classroom - Create assignments, 
communicate with students, and send feed-

back all from one place. 

 Google Meet - Connect with students 
virtually through secure video calls and 

messaging to keep learning going out-
side of school. 

 Forms - Create Forms, Quizzes, and surveys to 
collect and analyse responses with the help 
of machine learning. 

 Jamboard - Sketch and collaborate on an in-
teractive canvas with Google’s cloud-based 
smartboard. 

Why Chromebooks? 
A Chromebook looks like any other laptop but uses 
Google Chrome’s operating system rather than 
Windows or MacOS. Programmes or ‘apps’ aren’t 
used in the traditional sense. Most software is run 
through an internet browser. Chromebooks connect 
to any wireless internet connection once access has 
been granted. 

Chromebooks are extremely easy to use and facili-
tate both independent study and online collabora-
tion whilst also offering high levels of security and 
eSafety. Through the use of G Suite for Education 
we can further improve student engagement, and 
open the door to learning. 

The Chromebooks with the management console 
ensure that all students are able to access all of the 
same resources and applications, wherever they are 
in the world and enable teachers to deliver the cur-
riculum in the most exciting, engaging and effective 
way. 

 

The Chromebook Lenovo 100e 
Following consultation with other schools and IT 
experts we have chosen a Chromebook that is best 
suited to enhance our students learning experience 
at  Beacon High. These Chromebooks are specifi-
cally designed for student use with a rugged outer 
casing and enhanced specification to ensure that 
they withstand all functional requirements. 

 

Chromebooks for 

Learning Scheme 



Technical Specifications 
 

Processor: 
MediaTek MT8173c 2.1 GHz  

Operating System: 
Chrome OS 
Memory:  

4 GB LPDDR3   
Display: 

11.6" LED backlight 1366 x 768 / HD  
Dimensions: 

29 cm x 20.4 cm x 2.04 cm  
Webcam: 
Integrated 

Weight: 
1.11 kg 

Bluetooth: 
Bluetooth 4.1 

Storage: 
32GB 

Battery Life: 
Google power load test: 10 hrs 

Features of the Lenovo 100e 

Chromebooks for 

Learning Scheme 



FAQs 
Do Chromebooks work offline? 

Yes, lots of aspects do. You can use offline-
ready apps to keep using a Chromebook when 
it’s not connected to the Internet. Below are 
some examples: 

 Read and write emails with Offline Gmail 

 Write a note or make a list with Google 
Keep 

 Create and edit documents, slides, or 
spreadsheets with Google Drive apps 
(Google Docs, Sheets, and Slides) 

 View and RSVP to events with Google Cal-
endar 

 View and edit photos saved with the built-
in photo editor 

 Enjoy music or movies with the built-in 
media player 

When you are next connected to the internet 
any changes will save to the cloud. 

 

Are students expected to bring Chromebooks 
into school each day?  

Students are expected to charge their Chrome-
books overnight and bring them into school 
each day as they will take the place of planners 
and be used on a daily basis. There will be lim-
ited charging facilities at school so students 
must charge the device at home. A single 
charge lasts for 10 hours of use and generally 
this can last for more than one day.  

 

Is there a chance that students will misuse 
Chromebooks in lessons? 

Students will be taught to be responsible us-
ers of technology. While there is some 
chance students may go off task using their 
Chromebooks, skilled teachers ensure stu-
dents remain on task during all types of 
learning activities. This is mitigated by 
the fact teachers will be able to see the 
work produced in lessons through 
submission via google classroom or 
sharing a google doc/sheet/slide. 

Are there concerns around the amount of 
screen time? 

Some lessons in school will incorporate the use 
of Chromebooks but many lessons will not use 
them at all. It is important that there is a bal-
ance in individual lessons and across a student’s 
weekly experience and this is something we will 
be monitoring. There is an important distinction 
to be made between screen time used produc-
tively and time spent idly watching films. Stu-
dents will be actively engaged with their tasks 
and will learn to respect and use technology in 
innovative ways. 

 

Will Chromebooks reduce social interactions in 
lessons? 

Chromebooks and G Suite are designed for col-
laboration and will be an additional tool to sup-
port students working together. The role of the 
teacher and their interactions with students are 
crucial and will continue to be a feature of les-
sons at Beacon High. 

 

How are devices monitored and controlled in 
and out of school? 

The Chromebook devices are all registered to 
the school’s domain and, therefore, use of the 
device is managed by the school. When stu-
dents are in school the use of the Chromebooks 
is controlled and monitored through London 
Grid for Learning’s (LGfL) web filtering.  

Can I connect the Chromebook to the internet at 
my house?  

Chromebooks use wireless to connect to a net-
work, so you will need WiFi at home to use the 
Chromebook on the Internet. If you have WiFi, 
your network security key can be added to the 
Chromebook before logon. If you don’t have 
WiFi at home, the Chromebook will still work 
for many things (for example editing Google 
Docs, Google Slides and Google Sheets all 
works offline). Free internet access is pro-
vided at all public libraries in Lon-
don. 

Chromebooks for 
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Once a student leaves school will the Chrome-
book still be maintained by the school? 

When a student leaves school, purchased 
Chromebooks will be released from Beacon 
High School’s device management system. This 
is done remotely so there is no need to bring 
the device into school.  

 

How durable are Chromebooks? 

The Lenovo 100e Chromebook is built for use 
by students in school and at home. They are 
very durable; drop proof from 75cm (handheld 
or desk height) and designed with a reservoir 
that directs spilt liquid away from vital compo-
nents such as the CPU. All Chromebooks are 
issued with a protective sleeve for them to be 
kept in. 

 

What happens if the Chromebook is lost or sto-
len? 

If a Chromebook is lost or stolen, it is important 
that it is reported to Beacon High School imme-
diately. The school will block the device re-
motely and render it completely unusable.  

 

Can I purchase more than one device? 

This offer is available once per student. 

 

How will the Chromebook be backed up?  

The Chromebook is always backed up and our 
students have unlimited storage space in the 
Google Drive.  

 

How much does it cost to charge the device? 

It costs approximately 1.4 pence for a full 
charge. This works out to less than £2 for a full 

year of charge for school work.  

Will carrying a Chromebook make students a 
target for local criminals?  

Chromebooks are small and light and will 
not be visible when students are travel-
ling to and from school. They also have a 
lower resale value when compared to 
most mobile phones and so are less 
desirable items. 

We liaise closely with our Islington 

Safer Schools Officer and will continue to en-
sure that our students are educated on respon-
sible ways to travel to and from school to mini-
mise their chances of being the victims of 
crime.  

 

Can a student bring in a device that they already 
own to use in school? Or purchase their own 
Chromebook?  

Beacon High School has taken the decision to 
only allow students to bring Chromebook de-
vices into school that are purchased through 
this scheme. The rationale for this is based on a 
number of factors:  

 The devices are all registered on the 
school domain and we are therefore able 
to manage and monitor how the devices 
are used effectively. 

 The school knows for certain that the de-
vices do not have any viruses (or similar) 
on them that could compromise the 
schools ICT system as well as leave our 
pupils vulnerable with regards to eSafety.  

 By only allowing devices to be purchased 
through the school we are certain that 
the devices are not able to bypass the 
school’s comprehensive web filters and 
therefore we have confidence that all stu-
dents and staff are secure with regards to 
what they can and can’t access on the 
devices. 

 

Are Chromebooks secure? 

Yes. Chromebooks are designed with multiple 
layers of security to keep them safe from vi-
ruses and malware without any additional secu-
rity software. A full 10% of boot time is dedi-
cated to re-verifying that the device has not 
been tampered with, so every time you power 
on a Chromebook, your security is checked. 
Google also adhere to all data policies including 
GDPR and does not share data with any 
third parties. 
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