
Dear Parents/Carers and Our Year 11 Students, 

There has been a lot of talk across the Media about what will re-
place the cancelled GCSE exams this summer. We understand 
that the communications that we are all receiving are complex in 
places and frustrating; we all want to know what the final plans 
are for our students. We should also emphasise that the pro-
posals do include testing of some kind for all students. There is, 
alongside GCSEs, an ongoing consultation for all Vocational and 
BTEC qualifications. 

Schools and stakeholders have been asked to complete a consul-
tation about the potential processes that will be used as a re-
placement to the GCSEs, in order to award students their final 
grades. We would encourage you to read the consultation paper; 
it can be found here:  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/
system/uploads/attachment_data/file/953000/6743-
1_GCSE__AS_and_A_level_grades_should_be_awarded_in_summe
r_2021.pdf 

As a school, we want to ensure that we continue to communicate 
with you about this, and update you when we are able to. So, 
following this introduction are key pieces of information about 
the proposed changes and processes for the awarding of our 
students’ grades. We would encourage you to read these so that 
you are informed and updated. We will work with you through-
out the next few months to ensure that your child is supported. 

As we said in our letter on the 5th January, 2021, please continue 
to ensure that your child turns up to all their online lessons, as 
per their normal school timetable, they should keep working 
hard and know that every piece of learning that they complete 
including their March mock exams, will still make a difference. 
Please take a look at the video created by PiXL which is on the 
next slide. 

We would ask that if you have any questions, to please contact 
us at Beacon High and we will endeavour to answer the ques-
tions that we are able to, at this time. 

Your questions and feedback do really matter! So, there is also 
the option of joining us on Tuesday 26th January at 9.30am OR 
Wednesday 27th January at 1.30pm to discuss the consultation 
process for grade awards this summer for our Year 11s. We look 
forward to meeting you then!  

We will send out invitations via Google Meets.  

Yours faithfully, 

E. Good 

Emma Good 

Deputy Headteacher 

M.Abdelmula 

KS4 Director of Learning   

Dear families, 

I would like to start with the an-
nouncement that the Summer GCSEs 
and BTEC exams have been cancelled. 
Please be assured that the assess-
ment of your children has not been 
cancelled. The teachers will work ex-
ceptionally hard to ensure that they 
continue to teach the curriculum and 
continue to assess the learning. The 
consultation is available for families 
and students to respond to (the link 
has been emailed to all our learners 
and is incorporated into this newslet-
ter). Whatever the final process looks 
like we will make sure that our learn-
ers get the grades that they have evi-
denced in their learning and assess-
ments. 

I would like to thank all of the parents 
who were able to attend the online 
parent workshop last week. I am sure 
it is difficult for all of you to find the 
time but it makes such a difference to 
the ways we work and the decisions 
we make. We have already made 
some changes to our remote learning 
policy and practice as a result of your 
feedback. I know that our remote 
learning is not perfect, but it is contin-
ually evolving and your feedback as-
sures us that what we are doing 
seems to be better than many of the 
schools your other children attend. So 
a big thank you for letting us know. 

Our year 9 will soon be making choic-
es about their GCSEs and Vocational 
Options obviously we are unable to 
run our usual face-to-face event so it 
will be a virtual process. We will en-
sure that the process is clearly ex-
plained and there will be members of 
staff on hand to guide you and our 
learners through the options availa-
ble. Please ensure that you keep in 
contact with us. 

And finally, thank you to all our 
families for checking that your 
children are attending their 
online lessons. I know it is par-
ticularly difficult doing this 
around your own working 
commitments but we must 
keep them engaged and 
making progress in their 
learning.  

Yours sincerely 
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In Year 10, our Mathematicians have been tackling 
Trigonometric functions, something they had never 
seen before. Armed with knowledge developed 
over thousands of years they are now able to solve 
most problems within the notorious right angled 
triangle!  

Special shout out to the following students for 
showing a commitment to learning score of 5 since 
we began remote learning and always challenging 
themselves to improve: 

James, Abdullah, Brenden , Scott, Mohamed, So-
phie, Kaidan, Vinnie, Eyobed. 

MATHS SHOUT OUT 

Access Creative College has been delivering 
creative education for over twenty-five years 
and we are now offering courses in Games, 
Media, Music, Events, Computing and as well 
as now delivering Apprenticeships.  
 
Their Virtual Open Day will take place on Mon-
day 1st February. You will be able to see what 
Access Creative College is all about, view cut-
ting edge equipment and facilities, find out 
important information about our courses and 
find out about the creative industries 
from our subject specialist. They will have a 
full team on hand to answer any questions 
you may have and arrange individual advice 
and guidance sessions. 

ACC VIRTUAL OPEN DAY  

Have your contact details changed recently? Or does your child have a medical 
condition we do not know about? Please let the office staff know as soon as 

you can by emailing: postbox@beacon.org  

Since 1909, Old Camdenians have been 
supporting both the school and its  
pupils with bursaries for education. 
Catch up on all of the news from Old 
Camdenians by clicking here 

Ages 12-18 | 'Live Online' or In-

Person at UCL  

Architecture | Computer Sci-

ence | Dentistry | Engineering | Investment Bank-

ing | Medicine | Psychology | Veterinary Medicine  

Hands-on, immersive career experiences now 

available in 8 STEM-related industries. 

 

Register now for a unique opportunity to work 

alongside experienced engineers, doctors, psy-

chologists, vets and others this term. Students can 

choose to attend 'Live Online' before Easter or in-

person later in April. Our in-person events have 

strict COVID measures in place.  

Click here for more information. 

OLD CAMDENIANS  

STEM & MEDICAL SCIENCES WORK EXPERIENCE  
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 Some Year 11 artwork completed at home over the last week. (Rae, Gabriela and Rebecca).  

ART OF THE WEEK 
CHARLIE AND EDDIE PROUDFOOT 
 
Made by two brothers and links to my theme mental 
health . They used acrylic to make splotches or lines 
inside the outline of a human body .  
 

With this picture it seems like they used a pic-
ture from a magazine and drew lines across 

with acrylic paint randomly on the eyes. 

Free Social Media Awareness Training for Parents & Carers in Camden and Islington the Social Switch 
Project / VRU Parent Support Project Camden & Islington Council.  3rd and FINAL block of SESSIONS! 

Do you live in Camden or Islington, do you want to know what apps your kids are using and why? Want to un-
derstand when it’s ok to intervene in your child’s online life and when to respect their privacy?   

The Social Switch Project, in partnership with Camden and Islington Council and supported by the Mayor of 
London, is offering a free interactive course delivered online for parents, guardians and carers of year 6 
children and upwards, living in the boroughs of Camden and Islington. It will give you the confidence to 
deal with the challenges and opportunities of social media for young people and give you a chance to share your 
experiences with other parents by learning together. 

The training will run every week for 4 weeks starting – Thursday 11th February, Final sessions of this training will 
take place on: - Thursday 4th March 2021 the sessions will start 18:00 – 19:30. 

If you would like to do more to keep your community safe online, we will have additional training and support 
available for Parent Champions who can apply for a small grant to run their own online safety or awareness 
raising activity for their friends, neighbours or community groups. 

Join us by requesting and completing a registration form and return it to: VRURefer-
rals@islington.gov.uk You will receive login details by phone and/or email.  

FREE SOCIAL MEDIA AWARENESS TRAINING  
FOR PARENTS & CARERS  

mailto:VRU.Referrals@islington.gov.uk
mailto:VRU.Referrals@islington.gov.uk

