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Dear families,
We have had a wonderfully successful halfterm at Beacon High for example our Black
History Month celebrations which you can
read more about in this newsletter. When we
planned for the reopening in September we
could not have envisaged just how motivated
and focused the majority of our learners
would be. Despite lockdown our learners
have re-engaged with their learning in a sensible and mature way. The introduction of
‘Chromebooks for all’ has helped enormously with that transition from home learning to
class learning.I hope that all our students continue to focus on their learning during the half
-term holiday. Year 11 Mocks begin in November and we want them to be as prepared as
they can be as we may need to use the evidence from their mocks as part of their final
assessment.
As you will all be aware London is now on
High Alert as a Tier 2 area. This means that
there are strict measures in place to control
the spread of the coronavirus. As I messaged
you earlier this week, students are now required to wear masks on the school corridors.
So far, unlike most schools, we have not had
any in-school transmission of the virus as far
as we are aware. Public Health has warned
that things will become more difficult in November. Please join us in explaining to your
child the necessity for wearing a mask in public areas of the school, for example the corridors and the queue for break and lunch.
There is almost no contact between the year
group bubbles during the school day except
when they queue for food. Masks do not protect the wearer but do protect others. We
want to reinforce that very few youngsters
who have contracted the virus, have severe
symptoms, but if they do contract Covid-19 it
is the extended family and certainly older relatives who are more vulnerable. We must
now all protect our families and wear
masks.
Congratulations to the new ambassadorial
team: Rianne, Simisola, Reda, Kelis, Ethan,
Hannan, Hamid and Harvey.
A couple of reminders: Academic Planning Day is on Friday 13th November
for years 7-10. Year 11 will have a
home-study day in preparation for
Year 11 Mocks which begin on
Monday 23rd November.
Please be safe during the holiday
and we will see you all on 2nd November.
Yours sincerely

@Beacon_High
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STUDENT POETRY
Shamers Towards History
By Phuk
The river flows 30 years to the
east, 30 years to the west, you’ll
never see my glory, only the
humiliation branded upon my
chest.
5000 years of history, now a
shame, made into games for
cheap profits,
But who's to shame, who to
blame?
5000 years of gory, 5000 years
of war, the winner a king, the
loser a thing, stripped and titled, now a villain.
A history towering over Babylon, oh what a tragic fate it has.
Generations of warriors and
scholars, now shamed as hungry ancestors of hungry sinners.
A unique culture of creativity, to
be shamed as bats in pots,
spreading coughs.
I can only be smart, never
dumb, because thats the person I’ve become.
I'm a doctor, a future my parents want for me,
I'm a pianist, a hobby my parents forced on me,
I'm a child in a factory, an idea
society has branded upon me,
I’m me, the person I desire to
be,
Not an identity society has
forced on me.
More bearing and patient than
a turtle, it's a good characteristic, not a hurdle.
I'm misunderstood by those
with ignorance, by those with
pride.
Yet, they still come to me to
save their hide, yet still with the
gall to flaunt their pride.
How is one so ignorant? How
can one not see? You act like
clowns, yet want to be the king
of society.
I'm more human than you
think, so please, before you act
before you blink, please treat
me like the human I'm meant to
be, and not a thing, not a joke
of society.

What does BLACK mean?
By Jacob

What does black mean to me?
Black means
joy, laughter,
happiness and hope.
Black means culture, history
and intelligence but what does
black mean to some other
people. To them Black is a
stereotype, fried chicken, watermelon, drug users, gangsters
and so much more.
Where did this come from,
media news and hype.
Brothers and sisters are dying
in some countries because of
their skin, hair and culture
Why is this happening?
So what if I'm black and you
know what I'm black young and
proud.
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YEAR 11 SCIENCE
On Tuesday, Mr Hayward's Year 11 class
explored the electromagnetic spectrum with
the aid of a thermal imaging camera. As
well as measuring
peoples'
temperature remotely, these
cameras can be
used to locate survivors in earthquakes,
trace leaks and detect where buildings
are losing heat. The
infrared energy we
all radiate is converted into colours of
visible light that our
eyes can see.

PARENT SUPPORT OFFER
Our school is offering specific support to parents this term in
recognition of the enormous pressures faced by families during the pandemic.
This support is provided by Anna Freud National Centre for
Children and Families (AFNCCF), a national charity for children
and families with extensive involvement in supporting schools.
AFNCCF are holding fortnightly workshops using the online
platform Zoom for parents to talk through the issues regarding
the transition back to school which impact upon their child.
These workshops will be run throughout the first term, led by
a trained facilitator, to support parents in helping their children transition back to school and to share these experiences.
The facilitator will create a helping environment which enables
parents to support and learn from each other. The structure is
inviting contributions, and for parents to make connections
over the issues brought.
You are welcome to attend as many sessions as you would
like. Each group session will run for an hour.
Nov 9, 2020 10:45-11.45am
Nov 16, 2020 10:45-11.45am
Nov 23, 2020 10:45-11.45am
Nov 30, 2020 10:45-11.45am
Dec 7, 2020 10:45-11.45am
Dec 14, 2020 10:45-11.45am
Link to register for any of the sessions: https://
annafreud.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJwsdeGprT0vEtFSQdVahdci2llQkpWZwI5Y
If you have any questions or to find out more, please contact
Laura, Support Services Manager:
Email: schoolsremoteservice@annafreud.org
Telephone: 07776 760 957
The Privacy Notice for the service is available on the Anna
Freud Centre website: see the privacy notice for parent groups
(short version)

OLD CAMDENIANS
Since 1909, Old Camdenians have been
supporting both the school and its pupils
with bursaries for education. Catch up on
all of the news from Old Camdenians
by clicking here

Have your contact details changed recently? Or does your child have a medical
condition we do not know about? Please let the office staff know as soon as
you can by emailing: postbox@beacon.org

LAND BASED STUDIES HALF TERM ROUND-UP
Our Land-Based Studies students have been
extremely busy this half term.
The new cohort of Year 10s have been working hard to improve greenspaces on the
school site. They have been weeding and
edging the Privet hedge at the front of the
school (have a look when you next pass by,
they have done a fantastic job). They have
also been deadheading old flowers and
mulching the flower beds up on the roof garden.
The Year 11s have been analysing soil samples, testing for pH and nutrient levels.
Where they have found the soil to be poor,
they have used organic soil improvers such
as manure and mulch to make them more
suitable for planting.
On a recent visit to The Wild and Green Nature Garden at Market Road the students had
the opportunity to employ their knowledge of
soil testing and soil improving techniques. On
the trip, students worked hard to weed, plant
up and mulch a flower bed.

Click here for the video
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