
Dear families, 

Thank you for keeping us informed about 
your children and any Covid symptoms 
they may have. Can we please remind you 
that if you tell us that your child is self-
isolating we cannot allow them to re-
turn before 10 or 14 days have expired 
without a negative test result. Therefore if 
your child does have: 

 a high temperature – this means 
you feel hot to touch on your chest 
or back (you do not need to measure 
your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this 
means coughing a lot for more than 
an hour, or 3 or more coughing epi-
sodes in 24 hours (if you usually have 
a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of 
smell or taste – this means you've 
noticed you cannot smell or taste 
anything, or things smell or taste 
different to normal 

- please phone 111 for advice. You must be 
clear whether they have either Covid symp-
toms or just a cold. A sore throat, for exam-
ple, is not a Covid symptom; likewise a run-
ny nose is just the sign of a cold. Your child 
will not need to self-isolate for 10 days in 
these circumstances. Additionally, if anyone 
in your family has Covid symptoms all 
members of the household must remain at 
home for 14 days. If you have any ques-
tions please phone the school office or NHS 
111.  

You may also have seen the article in the 
Evening Standard this week. We are very 
excited to report that we have won a bid to 
fund the ‘Pathways Project’ for 3 years. 
The aim of the project is to help reduce 
school exclusions. We know that if a child is 
permanently excluded from school they are 
less likely to be successful in their futures. 
We want to reverse this trend by ensur-
ing that all young people are given the 
support that they need to be success-
ful. Our project is up and running al-
ready, and we look forward to report-
ing on it in future editions of ‘The 
Beacon’. 

We will also look forward to seeing 
you either remotely or in face to 
face conversations at our up-
coming Year 7 and 11 parents 
meetings. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rae (flower) and Joanna (seascape) in Year 11  
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WHAT ISLINGTON YOUTH COUNCIL 
HAVE ACHIEVED SO FAR 

 Islington Youth Councillors want to 
keep you up-to date with what they 
have achieved so far…….. 

 The IYC has continued to meet and 
attend (mostly online) events and 
activities despite the lockdown. As 
a Youth Council they have met with 
Senior Council Officers and elected 
members by taking part in Zoom 
and Team events. 

  Plan and host Islington’s first ever 
online music festival. 

 They wrote a letter to the family of 
George Floyd to show our solidarity 
and our and support. They sent 
this letter to the Mayor of Minne-
apolis to pass onto George’s family. 

 They have undertaken work with 
the Children's Society to support 
the organisation to engage with 
young people . This has involved 
creating videos and sharing our 
thoughts on their social media plat-
forms. 

  Introduce the Youth Council to stu-
dents at City and Islington College 
in their online “Fresher’s Fair”. 
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What is GT Scholars? GT Scholars is a social mobility and education charity in London. We run online tutoring, men-
toring and enrichment programmes designed to help young people aged 11-18, improve their grades at school and gain 
access to top universities, leading apprenticeships and competitive careers.  

What do our programmes involve? We run a range of after-school leadership and academic programmes which include 
a combination of:  

- Online One-to-one Tutoring in Maths or English tutoring up to GCSE - Online Mentoring 
and coaching sessions - Online Leadership, skill-building and enrichment workshops  

Our programmes include the Bright Ambitions Programme & Headstart Programme - These programmes are separate 
from any after-school revision and extra-curricular available at your school.  

What difference will this make? Our programmes have been running for over five years, using a multi -strategy ap-
proach which has proved to be highly effective in building confidence, improving grades and increasing motivation for 
young people. The majority of scholars on our programmes have improved in their tutored subject by at least 2 grades 
within a year of joining eg. from a 5 to a 7 or a C-grade to an A-grade.  

Who is the programme open to? We’re open to ambitious young people living in London. We have a limited number of 
free places available to young people on Free School Meals. If you are not on Free School Meals, you may be eligible for 
reduced fees.  

How do I find out more? To find out more about 
our programmes:  

1. You’ll need to register your interest online by visiting www.gtscholars.org/register-your-interest 2. We’ll get in touch to 
discuss your application 3. We’ll invite you to join us at one of our online information session webinar for parents which will 
be  

taking place in the next couple of weeks  

Have you signed up to our newsletter? Over 3000 parents in London are currently signed up to our newsletter ‘In 
the Know’, where they get weekly information on scholarships, work experience and enrichment opportunities for young 
people in London. You can subscribe here: www.gtscholars.org/subscribe.  

We look forward to working with you and helping your child achieve their academic and career aspirations!  

From Marilyn van Heerden , Head of Programmes  

COULD YOUR CHILD BENEFIT FROM THIS PROGRAMME?  

Have your contact details changed recently? Or 
does your child have a medical condition we do not 

know about? Please let the office staff know as 
soon as you can by emailing: postbox@beacon.org  

Since 1909, Old Camdenians have been support-
ing both the school and its pupils with bursaries 
for education. Catch up on all of the news from 
Old Camdenians by clicking here 

FOOTBALL 
Year 7 football club 

has started up 

again  

National Poetry Day is on the 1st October. To celebrate it, the English department is running a poetry 

competition for staff and students.  The theme this year is vision. There are book tokens for the students, and 
Westfield vouchers for staff - get writing!  

http://www.oldcamdenians.info/

