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Last week Mr McDonnell, Ms Sharifi and
I were lucky enough to be representatives at Islington’s Holocaust Memorial
Event. The event included a talk from the
daughter of a Holocaust survivor. The
story of her escape from Nazi Germany
and how subsequently she made a life in
the UK. The story has so many parallels
with the experiences of refugees today.
At the end of the event I read a statement of our commitment and intent to
continue the excellent work that the
school has done to educate our youngsters about the holocaust and the lessons from the past that we must learn
for the future.
“We pledge to strengthen our efforts to
promote education and research about
the Holocaust and other genocides. We
will do our utmost to make sure that the
lessons of such events are fully learnt”
In order to mark Holocaust Memorial
week many of our classes last week
focused on the Holocaust Memorial
theme, ‘Be the light in the darkness’.
Please see some examples of that work
in this newsletter.
I would also like to urge our students
and families to contribute to the book of
condolence that we have set up in memory of Romario Opia. Any thoughts, reflections and photographs can be
emailed to
bookofcondolence@beaconhigh.org
I do hope that your home learning experience remains positive. The Government has announced this week that
schools are unlikely to return immediately after the half-term break. We will
continue to provide remote learning
until such time as we do return. Can I
remind you that we have an INSET
day on Monday 22nd of February,
so there will be no remote learning on the first day after the half
-term holiday. Lessons begin
again on Tuesday 23rd February.
Yours sincerely

Friday 5th February 2021

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL WEEK
All last week students at Beacon High had their learning focussed on the Holocaust and
how we can learn lessons from it in order
to stand up to racism, prejudice and injustice today. The theme for the week was Be
the Light in the Darkness. Here are just a
few examples of the excellent work which
was done from a range of subjects. Well
done Beacon High.

SPANISH
In Spanish we did a session about the Spanish
Civil War and the different ideologies that divided the people at that time - in Spain and
across Europe. We then thought about what
issues divide our society today and what we
could do to bring opposing opinions together.

To bring both sides together I would say to both
sides to realise that war isn’t worth it because
it's just making the country poorer and more
problems.”

Holly, year 8

everybody is on the same step.”

“Yes, I think there still are ideas that divide our
society today, such as homophobia, transphobia
or biphobia. To bring both sides together I would
say to both sides what does it matter if a boy
loves a boy or a girl loves both at the end of the
day it is their life and you cannot control them.
It's okay to like the same both or the opposite
gender because at the end of the day LOVE IS
LOVE!!!”

Shenice, year 8

Leona, year 8

Maria, year 7

“(People should) get over themselves, that we’re
all human and going to die, just make peace
while you can, don't spread hate to an opposing
statement you don't understand.”

“Yes, I think there still are ideas that divide our
society today, such as racism because certain
white people think that they are better than
white people which is dividing us and how black
people are looked down upon because of our
skin colour which doesn’t make sense. Its
harder for black people because they can't live
their life as easy white people .Because police
like to stop them and abuse them for no reason.
And also they get racially profiled for just being
black. To bring both sides together I would say
to both sides that we are both human and we
are the exact same and the only difference is
colour. None of us are better or higher than
each other and we should understand that.”

Camron, year 7

“Yes, I think there still are ideas that divide our
Here is what some of the students came up society today, such as racism and classism.
with:
Classism is something that divides our society,
“I think there still are ideas that divide our soci- though others benefit from it depending on what
ety today, such as who is a better leader. Who is class they are. Racism divides people because
allowed to live in the country who is not, who they believe that they are more superior than
can have this who can't have this.
another race based on stereotypes.
To bring both sides together I would say to both To bring both sides together in classism and
sides try and have a joint idea, share your ideas racism, I’d say we’d need to have equity and
with each other, and try to come to an agree- then equality. Equity to fulfil the needs of the
ment.”
more vulnerable people and then equality once

Jessica, year 9
“Yes, I think there still are ideas that divide our
society today, such as knife crimes and gang
violence. To bring both sides together I think we
should have more football pitches and community centres.”
Adam, year 8

“Yes, I think there still are ideas that divide our
society today, such as Corona Virus.
To bring both sides together I would say to both
sides should see if it’s true that the masks and
vaccines help us keep Corona Virus away from
us for a bit of time. I don’t think it’s worth it to
fight over this kind of thing.”

“Yes, I think there still are ideas that divide our
society today, such as religion because there
are multiple beliefs and multiple people believe
in them. And then people start saying stuff like Shae, year 9
my religion is real and yours is fake.

PE

ENGLISH

Here are photos of our PE students taking part in the chair
hold activity linked to Holocaust Memorial Week.

HISTORY

DRAMA

Have your contact details changed recently? Or does your child have a medical condition we do not
know about? Please let the office staff know as soon as you can by emailing: postbox@beacon.org

Keyaan in Y9, writing about Shepard Fairey’s Power to the People, 2007
In this artwork there is a black woman who is standing tall. This
could be because the artist is promoting equality, as it clearly
states at the bottom. The word ‘equality’ in the image suggests
that everyone is not yet equal and the artist is trying to show
this through the use of art.
The image has all the lines symmetrical on each side which is
then again showing equality in a literal sense, also Shepard
Fairey uses bold colours to make the woman stand out the most
in the picture.
Shepard Fairey uses mixed media when putting together is artwork. He makes use of papers, glues and templates to the best
of his ability and has lots of layers built up in his work.
The mood of Shepard Fairey's painting is that of a powerful message of equality. The painting has lots of different aspects that
are trying to bring across the same idea, which is equality.
I do like this artwork because the work has many aspects that
promote the same theme, all hidden in little parts of the painting
such as it being symmetrical and that there is a black woman
standing tall and proud.

Mohammed Year 8 Ai Weiwei - ART, POLITICS AND FREEDOOM OF SPEECH MOOD BOARD

FOOD TECHNOLOGY

