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Dear families,
I wanted to reiterate how excited
we are that the students are returning next week. I can assure you that
we have been mindful of any safety
concerns from staff and families.
The governors have visited the
school to check our Risk Assessment and have agreed that we are
meeting all of our obligations to
make the school as Covid secure as
we can. Do remember an additional
safety measure is that our students
now have to wear masks in the
classroom. I urge you to also
make sure they are registered for
their Lateral Flow Tests.
This week our staff have been in
school taking their Lateral Flow
Tests to ensure we have a healthy
and covid-free adult team in school.
We have been preparing the school
for the return to year group bubbles with cleaning and tidying our
year group classrooms. Two reminders are that students must
wear full school uniform and they
must bring a warm coat. Not only
will they be outside for their break
times but we will ensure windows are open in the classroom
and temperatures are still cold.
I know that Ms Good and Mr Abdelmula have written to all of our
Year 11 families about the GCSEs
and Vocational Awards this summer. It is now the time for our
youngsters to meet their assessment challenges head on. They
will know exactly what they have
to do to improve their grades
before final submission in the
summer term.
Yours sincerely

Friday 5th March 2021

ART OF THE WEEK

CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION
Enter a story or a poem and hand it in to your English
teacher or Ms Hodgson in the Library.
The deadline for your entry is the end of
term. The winners will be announced after the Easter holidays.
Lots of prizes to be won - with a big prize
for the best story from each Year group.

APPRENTICESHIPS

Is your child interested in
an apprenticeship?
Click the picture
below to find
out more!

GEORGE COSTAS PANAYI (1942 - 2021)
George Panayi, civil and
electrical engineer, was
born in Coventry, on
14th
January
1942.
Two years later the family moved to London and
George went to Holloway
School
(1955
to
1959).
George loved
sport, especially football
and cricket. In 1969,
George married Angela
and soon Adele and Anthony were born. George
would play football for
the Old Camdenians (OC)
every Saturday morning;
then running the bar afterwards. On Sunday mornings
George would be back at the grounds mowing the pitch
and doing odd jobs. Anthony also played football for the
OC. George was a keen scuba diver and took part in many
dives around the world. As a stalwart supporter, and
member of the OC Committee, George loved talking to
the students on exam results days and during the OC’s
Annual Reunion Lunches and Dinners.
George followed many others by joining the Old Camdenians via the football club, after leaving school in 1959.
From the outset, he was always full of energy, enthusiasm, and encouragement, which continued throughout a
career spanning at least 25 years, mainly with the club’s
lower sides and the Veterans XI. Initially, he was a successful goal poacher, which occasionally resulted in the
ball skidding off his shiny, prematurely bald, head past a
startled goalkeeper – alas sometimes his own! Later he
reverted to a more defensive role, adopting a strict, but
always fair, ‘Thou shalt not pass’ approach.

BOOK RECOMMENDATION
Clap when you land is a
Young Adult novel written by
Elizabeth Acevedo
Two sisters one from New
York one from Dominican
Republic , same Dad different
mothers and no idea each
other exists until their
dad's plane crashes. Beautifully written in verse based
on true events of Flight
AA587.

CAREER MAG
Career Mag for Parents. Click to explore
advice, guidance and
opportunities for
your child's future in
these uncertain
times.

George was also an occasional cricketer, who never failed
to turn out if any side was short. Moreover, he and his
ever-supportive wife, Angela, were among the cricket
club’s touring party to New Zealand in 1987, where he
took on the role of team manager for the football match- Books and vouchers ready
es arranged as ‘relaxation’ from the cricket schedule.
for when the rest of our

HAPPY WORLD BOOK DAY!

Off the field, his commitment to Old Camdenians was just school community return!
as evident by his willing involvement with work at Burtonhole Lane and by his support for fund raising events.
He was particularly proud of his appointment as Chairman of the OCFC for several successive seasons. This
led to his election onto the main OC Committee, where
his common sense and plain speaking were greatly valued for many years.

OLD CAMDENIANS

In short, George was a great clubman, whose contribution
will never be forgotten, and whose sense of humour and
sociability will be much missed by all who knew him.
Alan Meyer and Ray Rowe

Since 1909, Old Camdenians have
been supporting both the school and
its pupils with bursaries for education. Catch up on all of the news from
Old Camdenians by clicking here

Have your contact details changed recently? Or does your child have a medical
condition we do not know about? Please let the office staff know as soon as
you can by emailing: postbox@beacon.org

ROBERT PINKER CBE 27TH MAY 1931 TO 2ND FEBRUARY 2021
Robert Arthur Pinker was
born on 27 May 1931,
the son of Joseph and
Dora Pinker. In 1955, he
married Jennifer Farrington Boulton, who died in
1994; they had two
daughters.

the Advertising Standards Authority and a Privacy
Commissioner for a decade from 1994. In 2005, he
was appointed a Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE) in recognition of his public service.
He had been elected a Fellow of the Society of Editors
the previous year, and in January 2021 was awarded
the Astor Award for Press Freedom by the Commonwealth Press Union Media Trust.

Bob grew up near Tufnell
Park and attended Holloway County School
where
he
excelled.
His teacher, Mr. Dixon
wanted Bob to stay on in
the sixth form but Bob’s parents were not of the same
opinion, because they couldn’t afford it. Mr. Dixon
personally persuaded Mr & Mrs Pinker to allow Bob
to stay on for the sixth form and go to university.

After retiring from the PCC in 2004, he served for two
years as Chair of the Bosnia Herzegovina Press Council, the first such body in the Balkans, and had continued helping to establish press councils in overseas
countries, including Sri Lanka and South Sudan.

He took a certificate in Social Science and Administration at the London School of Economics in 1959, followed by a B.Sc. in Sociology and M.Sc. in Economics.
He did his National Service in the Royal Ulster Rifles.
His academic career took him from lecturer at NorthWestern Polytechnic 1962-64 to Head of Sociology at
Goldsmiths College (1964-1972), with a strong emphasis on social policy, to a Chair in the Social Policy Department at LSE. He was also Pro-Director of LSE
(1985-88) and Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Social Sciences
at the University of London 1989-1990. He was Lewisham Professor of Social Administration, Goldsmiths
and Bedford College (1972- 1974), Professor of Social
Studies, Chelsea College, University of London (19741978), Professor of Social Work Studies, LSE (19781993), including Departmental Convenor (19821985), and Pro-Vice Chancellor for Social Sciences and
Continuing Education, University of London ((19891990), and Professor of Social Administration, LSE
(1993-1996). Member of Goldsmith's Council 2001 to
2007, elected a Fellow of the Society of Editors in 2004
and received an honorary doctor of laws (LLD) degree
from the University of Ulster in 2016. The Social Policy Society awarded him their Special Recognition
Award in 2015.
Bob's published works include English Hospital Statistics 1861–1938 (1964), Social Theory and Social Policy
(1971), ‘The Welfare State: a comparative perspective’
1973, The Idea of Welfare (1979), Social Work in an
Enterprise Society (1990), and, with R. Deacon and
N. Lipton, Privacy and Personality Rights (2010). He
chaired the editorial board of the journal of Social
Policy from 1981 to 1986.
Outside of academia, Bob was a founding lay member
of the Press Complaints Commission (PCC) and sat on
the PCC from 1991 to 2004 and he was acting chair
for the last year of his tenure. He was a member of

Days before his death on receiving the 2020 Astor
Award for Press Freedom, Lord Black of Brentwood,
Chair of the CPU described him as, “An indomitable
champion of free speech, free press and of selfregulation. His work not only just strengthened press
freedom but – as a result – strengthened the Commonwealth, too.”
Bob was approachable to all and a man of many interests outside academic and public life. He was a great
conversationalist, a good listener and extremely kind
and supportive of many who turned to him for advice.
Bob's party piece was performing a music-hall number, with his thumbs in his braces, at an impromptu
sing-along at conferences. He confessed that he’d
thought about a career in music hall, but had opted
to become a probation officer instead!

He followed the fortunes of Chelsea FC and had an
encyclopaedic knowledge of professional boxing. He
also loved old motor cars and for many years the family car was a Daimler. He was self-effacing and listed
his recreations in Who’s Who as “reading, writing and
unskilled gardening”.
He often reminisced about his upbringing in north
London and always enjoyed traditional, family home
cooking. He regularly attended the Old Camdenians
annual dinner and considered a good, shop-bought,
fish and chip supper a special treat.
The determination and impact of one special Holloway School English teacher, Mr. R. G. Dixon, by taking extraordinary measures, made it possible for a
local boy to achieve international recognition
His wife Jen, to whom he was devoted, died 25 years
ago after 25 years of marriage. They had two daughters, Cathy and Lucy, as well as grandchildren and
great grandchildren. They were the centre of his life
and he filled his house in Blackheath with books, conversation, and laughter.
Bob was a special man who will be much missed.
He died aged 89 on the 2nd of February 2021.

