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We have had a very productive week at Beacon High. On Thursday, Year 7 were visited by
Keith Jarrett for a poetry workshop to launch
Foyle Young Poets of the Year 2020 as part of
World Book Day. (Last year Reda Ziani was a
winner in this competition). Together, the
Year 7 crafted an amazing poem about Anthony Joshua. Thank you to Mrs Hodgson our
school Librarian for organising the event.
Half of year 7 also went to the Museum of
London on Tuesday. It was another great day
out where our students were able to examine Roman relics found in London. They behaved wonderfully and represented the
school well.
This week I have been extremely impressed
by our Year 8 and Year 11 students who have
taken their examinations extremely seriously. As parents are aware one of our main priorities at the school is to improve the outcomes for our learners. If the dedication
shown by the vast majority of the year 8 and
11 students this week is an indication of the
commitment that they are showing to their
futures, then we have very high hopes for
their achievements. Whilst Year 8 exams in
the hall are over, our Year 8 Parents’ Evening
is straight after the Easter holiday. Nevertheless, our Year 11 exams will continue next
week.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank
those parents and carers who attended our
first PTA meeting. This is something new for
the school and is an indication of the way we
want to work with our families for the benefit of the school and our learners. It is so
important that we seek additional ways
to support the school initiatives and
develop ways to engage our community, in the school. I hope that more of
you can spare time to join us in the
future.
Please see any coronavirus/
COVID-19 updates on our website.
Yours sincerely
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY TRIP
TO THE SUN ON SUNDAY By Shazia Asif Year 11

“Hello I’m Claudia and I have nothing
interesting to say.” That was a quote
from Claudia Winkleman herself. The
irony was that she did have interesting
stuff to say, quite a lot actually. All of
them did.
On the 28th of February, three other
students and I were chosen to represent our school on a trip to the News UK
building where newspapers such as
The Sun are written, the main reason
being an International Women’s Day
event. At the event, three inspirational,
well-known females attended; Alex
Scott (retired Arsenal player and punter), Claudia Winkleman (past presenter
of Strictly Comes Dancing) and Davina
Mccall (past presenter of Big Brother).
We were one of multiple schools, eager
to meet, see and talk to all three of
these inspiring role models. Each girl,
as intrigued as the next.
To start off the whole event, each guest
introduced themselves and talked
about what International Women's Day
meant to them, along with a few stories
of their own, and in Claudia’s case - a
handful of jokes.
Claudia Winkleman: she is full of energy. She talked about her life - the
memories she had growing up and
gave out reassuring advice to her female crowd. One of the most memorable things she quoted was

Be a nerd - it is
literally the
coolest thing!
With me sitting there with my harry
potter-like glasses and braces,
smiled. She thought I was
cool!

To follow her up, was Davina Mccall.
Did you know she was brought up by
her nan? Or that she was a drug addict?
Or that her step-mother was not actually horrible to her - like the ones we
hear about in fairy tales. Davina also
told us her moving story - how she was
a drug addict and solemnly due to the
wise words of her best friend, she was
determined to quit… and so she did. Six
months clean, she was then offered a
job on MTV (who she had been bugging
for numerous months). She believed
that if she was who she was before she
got clean, she wouldn’t have been able
to get that job. This shows that everything will pay off in the end as we need
to put in the effort to receive a result.
Finally, it was Alex Scott’s turn. I felt
that I connected more to hers as she
was just like any one of us - brought up
in council flats, not rich, not spoilt, just
talented and determined. That very
determination drove her to where she
is and what she is today; a successful
retired footballer and now a punter.
She sang praises for her mum - and
quite rightly so - as she wouldn’t be
where she was today without her. One
of the most memorable things she said
was: “They could’ve called me just a
punter, but no, they gave me the title the first female punter.” It was solemnly due to the fact she was of colour, a
minority and a female that she ticked
all the boxes and hence given that title.
It wasn’t because she ticked those boxes - it should have been due to the fact
she put in the effort and completed a
degree in media.
From this experience, it showed me
that I can do it. I can be successful.
Sometimes it can be handed but it
means more to earn it. Also, I will now
never fail to appreciate who I am - A
HUGE NERD.

TORRIANO VISIT
Mr Manu and the Year 7 numeracy leaders have embarked upon
another programme of numeracy lessons with a local primary
school, this time Torriano.
They visited 5MP where they
considered whether speaking a
different language means we
count differently? The pupils
were really excited, fully involving themselves in a range of
activities and really taking
command of their learning with
lots of discussions.

The children enjoyed the activities and said they were looking
forward to coming to Beacon
High in a few weeks for their
next lesson. The school staff
were just as impressed with Mr
Manu's energy and enthusiasm!

PRIMARY HOCKEY
QUICKSTICKS COMPETITION
This London School Games qualifying event took place on our MUGA and saw the winners from Ashmount go through to represent
Islington against other London boroughs at Level 3. Ashmount
teams actually managed teams to finish first and second with William Tyndale in third. All participants did really well and were ably
refereed by sports leaders Anton, Dylan, Harley, Yacoub.

YEAR 10 AND 11 BASKETBALL
A tense KS4 basketball game against COLAi
ended in a 26 all tie, even after overtime.
Albey B was the star player

Have your contact details changed recently? Or does your child have a medical condition
we do not know about? Please let the office staff know as soon as you can by emailing:

postbox@beacon.org

