
After not being able to come
together for conference in 2020
and 2021 it was great to come
together again as a school
community at our conference.

This year’s theme was Walk With
Me, focussing on empathy,
kindness and valuing diversity of
experience. In addition to our
guest speaker, Michael Rosen, we
had a range of guest speakers and
workshop leaders from the arts
and from those who work to
improve the lives of others in the
community.

Head’s Ambassadors Charlie and Owen took charge on the
day as our MCs and the student leaders worked behind the
scenes tomake sure everyonewas looked after.

Amassive thanks to the kitchen team for providing breakfast
and lunch fordelegates,whether consumedduring thedayor
after the sun set for those delegateswhowere fasting.

Thanks to all students, colleagues and guests whomade the
day possible. As Mr Streeter said in his closing remarks, this
conference was all about the ‘belong’ in our motto, ‘believe,
belong, become’.

WALK WITH ME

“Empathy is a skill thatwill take you through life..because
understanding other people is one of themost important skills to

have.”

Alan Streeter Headteacher
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Dear families,

Please take the time to read about
our fantastic Conference Day last
week. A very big thank you to all of
our guests (Amina Evans, Michael
Rosen, Ali Ghadeira, Nadina Ali,
Romain Malan and Florrie Cole;
as well as Mr Harris and Mr
Deane) who were excellent, and
to all of our students who were
engaged, inquisitive and
thoughtful. All in all it showed just
how brilliant Beacon High
students are. A specialmention to
the exceptional ambassadors,
Charlie and Owen, who were
extremely professional as MCs of
the event. We look forward to
continuing our Conference Day
next year.

GCSE exam season begins next
week with Spanish, Art and
Health and Social Care on the
agenda. Our Year 11 students have
continued their focus this week
with Masterclasses in History
and Geography. I know our
Business Students have done an
excellent job on their
coursework. All in all we have
high expectations for our Year 11
students who remain focused and
diligent in their studies. Please
ensure that you continue to check
their studies at home.

Thank you to our Year 7 families
who attended parents’ evening on
Wednesday. Again it was a really
positive evening and was a
reflection of just how far our
year 7 have progressed this
year. Keep up the excellent
work Year 7.

Yours sincerely



A massive thank you to Michael Rosen
for supporting our Conference Day!!

Have your contact details changed recently? Or does your childhave a medical
conditionwe do not know about? Please let the officestaff know as soon as

you can by emailing: postbox@beaconhigh.org

Since 1909,Old Camdenians have
been supporting both the school
and its pupils with bursaries for
education. Catch up on all of the
news from Old Camdenians
by clickinghere

THE KEYNOTE SPEECH
Michael Rosen

The author and former children’s laureate
was the highlight of the day. Michael Rosen
gave a talk about diversity, inclusion and
empathy. He said, privately, it was hard to
pitch the tone of the topic with the audience
but he did an excellent job. Mr Rosen talked
about the experience of loss of a child from
different perspectives, which was deeply
emotional. He talked of his family members’
experience of the concentration camps and
the impact this had on him at different stages
of understanding while growing up. Although
Mr Rosen dealt with moving and difficult
topics, he emphasised the good in humanity.
He highlighted the kindness and empathy,
through the work of NHS staff who had cared
for him when he had been very ill with Covid.
He emphasised the humanity and generosity
of spirit that we see in our communities and
the expression of empathy through poetry.

Mr Rosen also performed some of his
poems and answered a wide-range of
questions form our students (not to mention
posing formanymany selfies).

OLD CAMDENIANS

Author and presenter Michael Rosen talks
about his baby brother Alan, who died. He talks
about how he felt and then imagines how his
parentsmayhave felt and thedifferentways they
handled the experience over time.WATCHHERE

“It’s an adventure that they
imagine. The readers imaginewhat it’s
like to be in the shoes of someone
else…Putting yourself in their shoes

makes you understand”

“Words and language. I write things
downon a page..to them. It doesn'tmatter
that she (they) can't answer it’s just for
me to ask…this is how I dealwith things.”

mailto:postbox@beaconhigh.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFj6fIcaiOo


WATCH INTERVIEWHERE

THEATRE WORKSHOP

Ali Ghaderi, actor and
activist and he likes to be
the voice of refugees and
asylum seekers joined
us to speak from the
panel and run a theatre workshop. Ali is Iranian and
speaks four languages before English. He explained
his challenges getting actingwork in the UK but is now
very successful. WATCHHERE

Artist, Graphic Designer and activist, Nadina Ali,
gave a talk as part of our panel then led a
workshop exploring who we are as individuals,
our journeyandoursenseofbelonging.

WALK WITH ME ART

Romain talked about his experiences and his vision
about bringingmusicians together fromall over the
world. Music can be a universal language. Our students
workedwith Romain towrite and produce a piece of
music in two languages. Nomean feat in one hour. Click
here towatch and listen to the pieceWalkWithMe.

ROMAIN MALAN
World Harmony Orchestra

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/T5kno4Rbxns
https://youtube.com/shorts/NM4z7uM1FF4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAi_5f7yfeo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAi_5f7yfeo


Amina Evans is the parent of one of our Year 9 Student
Council members, who suggested that it would be
interesting for our wider school community to understand
the experiences and challenges that her mum and other
NHSnurses facedworkingwith cancer patients during the
pandemic.

Feedback from Students

NEURODIVERSITY

Florrie Cole from IslingtonCouncil attended the
afternoon and ran a sessionwith students about
equality and the changes theywould like to see locally.
Find outmore about Let’s Talk Islington here

Florrie Cole
‘Let’s Talk Islington’

AMINA EVANS

As a result of a
suggestion from
a Conference
Day planning
meeting of the
S t u d e n t
Leadership, we
decided to run a
workshop on
neurodiversity.
Mr Harris ran
the session,
supported by Mr
Deane.

“Yes visitors spoke about different
things. I realised the importance of
everyone. No one should be judged by
where they come from.”Maddox Year 7

“Yes because I’ve realised that
there'smore background to a
person. There iswaymore to a
person than you think.” Ali +
Bradley Year 11

“[Today]Mademeunderstand
more. [Today] mademehave an
understanding of different
people’s background, cultural
differences, similarities,
environment aswell as different
people’s personalities.” Maryam+

“I would definitely say it has helpedme learn
about empathy. I apply empathy to daily life to
understandwhere I amandwhere I’m from, etc.
Somepeople are not as fortunate asme so
when Iwake up and see people are suffering, I
make an effort to understandwhere they are
coming from. [I want to]make a difference to
help others that are suffering.”

Harvey year 11

The conference day was about empathy,
did learning through Arts and Culture allow you to deepen your understanding?

https://www.islington.media/news/lets-talk-islington-two-weeks-left-for-islington-residents-to-feed-into-biggest-ever-engagement-to-build-a-more-equal-future-for-the-borough


Twoof theHead’sAmbassadors are interviewedduring themorning session.

Mansoor tells us about his experience at Beacon High since arriving from
Afghanistan and shareswhat his artworkmeans to him.

MsSharifi andMsMcDonald share their thoughts.

Feedback from the day

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0g1S9wD4-OI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/fej2upNYRIQ
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/oHKj2LT3shY
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/bR6F8xHipuc

