
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
Islington Council’s top priority is keeping everyone in our borough safe and supporting 
those on the frontline of the coronavirus pandemic.  
  
The decision to close schools to most children and young people at the beginning of 
lockdown was difficult, but necessary to help stop the spread of coronavirus, and protect 
lives. 
  
I deeply worry about the consequences of all children missing out on more time in school, 
but particularly those at greater risk of falling behind in their education. I, alongside 
teaching staff and parents across Islington, want to see more children return to school, 
but importantly, only when it is safe to do so.  
 
I am very proud of Islington’s schools. Our teachers and school staff are committed, hard-
working and talented people who deliver an incredibly high standard of education to 
Islington’s children and young people.  The vast majority of our schools have remained 
open to children who need to attend, including children of key workers. They’re also doing 
a brilliant job in supporting children to learn at home during the lockdown. I want to pay 
tribute to the staff working to educate our children at this challenging time. 
 
The recently announced Government plans to ask schools to open to more pupils on 1 
June have been met with genuine concerns from parents, teaching staff and the wider 
public. 
   
The Council has given advice that goes beyond that currently provided by the government 
to support each school to the make the right decision about when to take more pupils, in 
a way that prioritises safety of children, staff and families.  In most cases that will be a 
slow and phased re-opening of schools as and when they have the confidence this can be 
managed safely.  
 
The legal advice is clear - the final decision on whether individual schools re-opens their 
doors to more pupils sits with each Governing Body. But we don’t support rushing this 
decision to hit a deadline set by ministers, and we have strongly advised schools against 
doing this. As a Council, we will standby each school in the decision they have made 
based on their own thorough risk assessment. The decisions taken by the Governing Body 
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on the phased return, will vary depending on the circumstances of each individual school 
with health and safety of the whole school community being the top priority. 
 
In Islington, there is a large number of multi-generation families and families with 
vulnerable adults, often living at home together in overcrowded conditions, where social 
distancing is simply not an option.  It is absolutely right the final choice on whether or not 
a child attends school, sits with the families who can ensure older or more vulnerable 
family members are kept safe.  The legislation on enforcing school attendance has been 
suspended until September. Islington Council will not take any action against parents and 
guardians who believe their family would be safer if their children were not at school this 
academic year. 
 
The Government must urgently work constructively with the teaching unions, staff and 
parents to address their legitimate concerns. They should publish the advice given by the 
Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) which informed the decision to start 
opening school more on 1 June and prioritise the safety of our children, teaching staff and 
their families.   
 

  
 
Cllr Richard Watts 
Leader of Islington Council  


