
1st October, 2021
Exams 2022 Update

Dear Year 11 Families,

Yesterday we received some updates about your child’s exams from Ofqual for this academic
year. I’m sure there will be further updates but I wanted to share the most up to date
information with you as we received it.

This is an incredibly important year for your child and we know that the lead up to their final
year at Beacon High and Year 11 studies has been disrupted and has required an awful lot of
resilience. However, we are confident that our curriculum planning and learning journey
throughout this year will support your child to achieve the grades that they deserve, working
towards their FFT20 targets in each subject.

The key updates are detailed below and if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Adaptations/Changes:

● There will be optional topics and content in GCSE English literature, history and
geography.

● If necessary, schools will be allowed to deliver practical work in GCSE biology,
chemistry, physics, combined science.

● Students taking GCSE art and design will be assessed on their portfolio only.
● Exam boards will provide advanced information about the focus of the content of

exams for all GCSE subjects except GCSE English literature, history and geography by
the 7th February, 2022 at the latest. This could be released earlier ‘if circumstances
require’.

● Students will be given a formulae sheet for GCSE mathematics and a revised equation
sheet for GCSE physics and combined science.

Grading:

● 2022 will be a ‘transition year’ to reflect the fact that we are in a pandemic recovery
period and students’ education has been disrupted.

● Ofqual will therefore aim for grades in 2022 to reflect a midway point between 2021
and 2019. This means that results overall next year will be higher than in 2019 but not
as high as in 2020 where we had CAGS (centre assessed grades).

● Exam boards will use data as a starting point, to align their standards in a subject. But
the grade boundaries for each specification will be set by the senior examiners after
they have reviewed the work produced by students.

Results Days

Results for exams next year will return to their normal format, with GCSE Results Day taking
place on Thursday 25th August, 2022. Please make a note of this date.



Contingency Plans:

● The government has launched a two-week consultation on what contingency
arrangements should be put in place if GCSE exams cannot go ahead as planned in
2022. For example, in the case of future lockdowns as a result of the pandemic.

● The government’s proposal is essentially a tweaked TAG (teacher assessed grades)
process like that in summer 2021, with tighter guidance on the evidence on which
TAGs would be based. Specific suggestions include:

○ planned assessment points from which to gather evidence (e.g. once in each
of the late autumn, spring and early summer terms)

○ the use, at these assessment points, of approaches which replicate exam
board papers and exam conditions

We thank you for your continued support and we will be in touch very soon regarding the
upcoming Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 20th October and your child’s Progress Reports.
Your child’s Mock Exams also begin the W/B: 22nd November, 2021.

Yours sincerely,
E.Goo�
Emma Good
Deputy Headteacher


