
Art and Design
KS3 Curriculum Adaptations

DfE
“At Key Stages 2 and 3:

● Leaders should prioritise securing depth and mastery of pupils’ practical knowledge,
such as different artistic methods, techniques, media and materials. Securing this
knowledge allows pupils to communicate, record and create

● It remains important that pupils have significant time for deliberate practice,
reencountering the core knowledge in different contexts and with growing complexity
to develop mastery (for example, drawing with pencil, ink and wire).

● The emphasis on practical knowledge should encompass multiple applications, for
example, drawing representationally, drawing expressively and drawing
unconventionally.

● Focusing pupils’ attention on the multiple forms in which art exists will help to secure
their knowledge of the subject's breadth and diversity. Teachers should revisit
previous topics or teach the content of missed ones, placing more emphasis on
developing mastery in the process of making rather than a performative final
outcome.”

Beacon High KS3 Priorities in Art and Design

● Increased emphasis on practical activities taking every opportunity to record
visually through drawing from observation, representationally and expressively
using different techniques and media.

● Students are increasingly using technology and screen-based tools and
interfaces for learning which has had a negative effect on their drawing skills.
Students have had long periods of time out of school where there was not equal
access to a range of drawing materials,therefore it is crucial that they have these
experiences in school. In addition to drawing using a range of materials, students
practise making in a variety of ways, such as printing and clay.

● Increase use of key subject language using three tiers of PiXL Unlock, referenced
in the learning journey Y7, mostly tier 1, with some tier 2 building up to
embedding tier 3 in Y9.

● Literacy rates have fallen for disadvantaged young people at a significant rate
compared to their more affluent counterparts during lockdown. This affects our
school disportionately.

● Adaptation of the curriculum in Y8 and 9 to build on the equalities work we are
undertaking as a school. Y8 Asian Art project now includes contemporary artist
study of Ai WeiWei’s work, linked to freedom of expression for HMW. Y9 now
includes a BLM project inspired by artist Katie Wohl and a project inspired by a
contemporary artist, Windrush campaigner and contact of Beacon High, Rachelle
Romeo, on identity, migration and Windrush.


