
Drama
KS3 Curriculum Adaptations

DFE:
Drama is currently apart of the English National Curriculum. English has a pre-eminent place in
education and in society. A high-quality education pupils will be taught to speak and write fluently so
they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening,
others can communicate with them (GROUP WORK).

Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectual,
socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also
enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know (PLAYS
STUDIED/CREATING SCRIPTS/REDRAFTING/RESEARCH TAKEN UP BY STUDENTS).

All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore,
who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised.

● Language and literacy 6.1 Teachers should develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing
and vocabulary as integral aspects of the teaching.

● Spoken language 6.2 Pupils should be taught to speak clearly and convey ideas confidently
using Standard English. They should learn to justify ideas with reasons; ask questions to check
understanding; develop vocabulary and build knowledge; (FEEDBACK/EVALUATION)

In Drama it must offer a broad, coherent and rigorous course of study. They should inspire creativity
in students (IMPROVING SUBJECT MATTER). They should provide opportunities for students to make
and understand drama (REHEARSALS/PERFORMING), recognising it as a practical art form in which
ideas and meaning are communicated to an audience through choices of form, style and convention.

Beacon High KS3 Priorities in Drama

● Increase students' working knowledge of evaluation and analysis. Creating a culture of
constructive feedback and analysis of own work and the work of others.

● Using different forms of mediums to engage students and increase the standard of
performance. Using film, music and lighting to create captivating pieces of drama which
in turn should increase progress and outcomes.

● Increase use of key subject language using three tiers of PiXL Unlock, tier 1 for year 7 as
an introduction to drama vocabulary, year 8 to increase use of tier 2 language, year 9 will
have a focus on tier three words to embed the key vocabulary for GCSE.

● Literacy rates have fallen for disadvantaged young people at a significant rate compared
to their affluent counterparts. The lockdowns had a huge impact on the literacy of our
students due to the high number of disadvantaged students.

● Adaptation of the curriculum at Key stage 3 will enable students to incorporate all
aspects of literacy every lesson. To improve oral and written literacy/language feedback
will be improved across key stage 3, students will understand the reasoning behind the
importance of feedback in Drama as it is essential for component 1 and 3 of the GCSE
specification. This will also benefit the character curriculum creating well rounded
students. Script work will be incorporated more across all key stages improving written
as well as oral literacy.

● Improving the subjects matters to suit the needs and knowledge of the students.
Incorporating social events/issues across KS3 BLM, Holocaust, Windrush etc.


