
English

Taken from the DfE English Programmes of Study:

Purpose of study

English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in
English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their
ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can
communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop
culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a
key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and
to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating
fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write
fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised.

KS3 English at Beacon

We aim to develop independent, analytical readers and articulate, expressive writers. In KS3 we

expose learners to a wide variety of texts whilst providing the opportunity for them to learn and

apply new skills. Learners read one core text per full term (two-half terms) which is supplemented by

extracts (known as ‘satellite texts’) from a vast body of literature, from classics to modern texts in a

range of forms: novels, plays, poems, articles, (auto)biographies, etc. The core text and the satellite

texts are linked by an overarching theme consistently addressed throughout the term via a fertile

question, allowing learners to reflect over time, ideally becoming critical thinkers capable of making

intertextual links whilst building cultural sensitivity and moral integrity.

Curiosity, questioning and debating sensitive issues are all encouraged to promote a healthy dialogue

for greater cohesion amongst the many different cultural contexts that are part of the Beacon High

community. The literature serves as a platform for the learners to share.

Shakespeare is taught through Drama and in extracts in year 7 to help build their confidence in

reading Early Modern English (Elizabethan English), before studying full plays in year 8 and year 9.

Assessment

We aim to develop independence through our weekly metacognition lessons, where learners are

taught how to self and peer assess work using a plc; the expectation is that the student improves

their own work after this assessment. As well as formative in class support on a lesson by lesson

basis, teachers provide detailed feedback to learners twice for their extended writing twice per half

term. Models of good examples of assessment responses are shared at the beginning of each term as

an aspirational reference and part of the training to build independence.



All work is assessed using an age related programme of study, which is a combination of different

assessment criteria from mark schemes of standard national assessments from the past and present.

Reading

Learners take two reading age tests per year to determine their reading age. At the start of the year,

teachers will identify learners whose reading age is below expected and these learners will receive

support in small reading groups, whereby they will sit with an adult who will read age appropriate

books and assist them with comprehension questions.

Once a week all of KS3 are expected to read a ‘core text’ related to the termly theme and answer

comprehension questions based on the text. The core text will also become the stimuli for

assessment in the second half term of every term.

Every week learners are required to complete a tier 2 vocabulary independent learning quiz which

they are formally assessed on at the end of each half term.

Tuition

Learners who are identified as ‘emerging’ or ‘developing’ for a specific topic are likely to be selected

for 1:3 tuition where an external tutor will address their learning needs outside of a mainstream

classroom.

KS3 Lesson Sequence

Lesson Type Expectation

Core Text
Read a designated amount of pages as a class. Learners complete questions in the comprehension
booklet.

Satellite Text New Content, New Skill and/or Application. Comparison to core text. Challenge task.

Writing Stamina Teacher scaffolding. Minimum 25 minutes hand written work. Exam style question.

Metacognition
Teacher provides models, inc. student work. One to one interventions. Extended green pen writing.
Core text comprehension completion.

Reading
Intervention

Learners with low reading age attend a one to one lesson with an adult who will help them complete
their comprehension booklet.

Tuition
Students work with a tutor on work they need to improve on from the previous half-term according to
the programme of study assessment data.

Independent
Learning

Tier 2 vocabulary quiz, self-assessed on Google Classroom.


