
English

KS3 curriculum adaptations in response to lockdown periods 2020-2021:
The English KS3 curriculum has undergone a lot of scrutiny and change over the last two
years. The curriculum is based on the National Curriculum’s standard for secondary English,
and contains each of the following: poetry, Shakespeare, whole novels by named authors,
plays, and pre-1914 literature.
The lockdowns and general interruptions caused by Covid happened while we were adapting
the curriculum, and helped shape how we framed it. Each term KS3 students study the same
genre, be it poetry, a play, a novel, English Language skills or a piece of pre-1914 literature.
The curriculum is structured in such a way that pupils can build on skills and revisit them ,
preparing them for KS4 and beyond.

Intent of the revised KS3 Curriculum:
The intent of the revised curriculum is to ensure that:

● Pupils enjoy reading; this is at the core of everything we do in the English
department, as we believe that a love of reading underpins academic excellence.

● We cover every aspect of the National Curriculum specifications
● Pupils are exposed to high-quality literature, and taught the skills they need to

understand and enjoy it.
● Pupils are exposed to a wide range of literature, including: prose, verse, and plays.
● Pupils practise and improve their skills of:

○ Writing prose, verse and plays,
○ Analysing language and structure,
○ Understanding the importance of, and being able to discuss the context of, a

piece of writing or an author,
○ Critical thinking and building coherent arguments,

How the KS3 Curriculum will be implemented:
The KS3 curriculum will be implemented as outlined in the English Learning Journey.  The
complete curriculum can be found here. Content which has been covered during the first
two lockdowns has already been revisited during the return to school via the Recovery
Curriculum.
Key areas that will be given particular assessment focus in KS3 are:

● Poetry (analysing and writing)
● Language and structure analysis
● Understanding narrative, and how stories develop

How we will measure the impact of this revised KS3 Curriculum:
Pupils will complete midpoint and EoU assessments for each unit. As each unit builds with

previous and upcoming units, we should see students progressing well. Each unit has a

justification sheet - you can find an example here - which outlines the thinking behind the

scheme along Ofsted’s three Is - intent, implementation and impact.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/840002/Secondary_national_curriculum_corrected_PDF.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1D7oS_TpcuOiiPYRTYXSiwOTsQKrGmyGUEoCjxqkY9Wg/edit#gid=1406796966
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X0FjAPcINHFHffHxs-z8bT67uDQbPFXTxzdDyjcFmWc/edit

