
Geography
KS3 Curriculum Adaptations

In Geography, we have chosen to ‘chunk’ learning for students to increase pace and
support students to visualise learning of complex tasks into manageable chunks. We
use Low Stake Quizzes to ensure students are consolidating prior learning every lesson
and building on what students know and clearing gaps throughout the learning journey.

AfL is regular and measurable; for example, exam questions are used to inform the
planning of the Scheme of Learning and the pace of learning. Where clear cross topic
links occur, these are used as strong learning opportunities to progress students and
consolidate prior learning.

Building on what they know underpins the new KS3, and so the curriculum journey is
being adapted to include a stronger link culture. This is to ensure that all key skills and
process content is demonstrated through applied teaching of the core content to build
links and deeper understanding. For example, ‘Migration’ in Year 8 is now linked to
history and the movement of the first people from Africa through the middle east, and
the development of agriculture - flowing into the next topic of Australia and the complex
landscape environmentally and socially; integrating strong fundamentals in SMCH
curriculum.

Blended Learning is fully embedded and inclusive for all students which is allowing our
students to build their research and GIS skills base and allow students to develop
independence in their own learning. The curriculum map provides students regular
opportunities to dive deeper into their learning allowing them to construct their own
identity.

Students are given regular opportunities to practice and reinforce their learning and
currently we are working with other Geography departments nationally to create a bank
of virtual field trips that students will be able to interact with and utilise to further
secure their knowledge.

Questioning is being refined and well planned within the Schemes of Learning to allow
students opportunity to tackle misconceptions and be ready for next steps in
comparative tasks in places. This allows students to gain key understanding in scale and
scope of issues so that they can create well justified decisions to drive the deeper
thinking skills students will need when they transition into KS4 both written and
digitally.


