
History
KS3 Curriculum Adaptations

At Beacon High, in History we close the attainment gaps through a varied curriculum
and quality first teaching and learning.

Firstly, we will create key word glossaries for each topic the students will learn. These
will be shared with the students at the beginning of each Half Term and will be referred
to throughout the unit. Students will also be quizzed, using Low Stakes Quizzes, on
these as part of ‘Do Nows!’ and AfL throughout the schemes of work. Knowledge of
these will also be tested in students' end of unit assessments. PiXL Unlock literacy
strategies will also be used to help embed these key words. This will help to improve the
literacy of the students and should help them to access the learning better, thus closing
the attainment gap.

Secondly, Google Quizzes will be used throughout the schemes of work as a way of
checking understanding and any misconceptions that the students may have. This will
help to inform future planning and will allow the teacher to spend more time on certain
elements of the unit to ensure that the students have a sound understanding of what is
being covered.

Thirdly, the ‘Challenge, Practise and Try’ strategy will be used consistently across KS3 to
ensure that all students in the class are being appropriately challenged by the work that
is being set and that all abilities are adequately stretched by the work being covered.
This should also have a positive impact on closing the achievement gap across KS3.

Units, lessons and assessments will all be framed as fertile questions. The main thrust
of the assessment will be regularly shared with the students so they know what they are
working towards and why they are learning what they are learning. Through constantly
working through questions that are linked with the assessment students should gain
confidence in what they are learning and so should be able to achieve well in the
assessments. The skills being covered in the assessments will also be practised
throughout the scheme of work, with model answers as well as individual feedback
being shared with the students. All of which should help to close the gaps in skills and
knowledge.

Finally, Homework will be posted on google classroom each week and will also be
shared with the parents. This Homework will help to consolidate the work that is being
completed in the classroom and will help students to enhance their understanding of
the topics being covered whilst also developing links with other topics and subjects
which are being taught.


