
Mathematics
KS3 Curriculum Adaptations
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● High-quality teaching of mathematics in the classroom is, of course, what really

makes a difference to students’ learning. For maximum impact, all teachers need to
work with an agreed school mathematics curriculum (or scheme of work) which:

● Offers a clear and coherent sequencing of mathematical ideas, concepts, knowledge,
and techniques both within each year and across years so that new ideas are built on
the firm foundations of existing ones.

● Gives a coherent view of mathematics that highlights important unifying ideas and
links between them so that students experience mathematics not as a collection of
disparate topics but as a connected whole. The National Curriculum for mathematics
sets out a broad statutory overview and curriculum content entitlement for all
students. It is for individual schools to determine their own curriculum to meet these
statutory requirements, to be implemented in their own classrooms with their own
students

Beacon High KS3 Priorities in Mathematics

● The White Rose Scheme of Learning for key stage 3 uses a concrete-pictorial-abstract
approach to support students to understand the maths they are learning and to be
able to use it elsewhere.

● The “small step” approach means nothing is left to chance – all curriculum objectives
are broken down into accessible parts that build on each other so that the learning
journey is complete.

● Example questions are used together with notes and guidance, key questions and key
vocabulary for teaching each step; teachers and students are both supported.

● All students study the same area of mathematics at the same time, with teachers
using their day-to-day assessment to decide the depth of coverage for each topic.

● In the early years of Key Stage 3, Higher steps can be used to provide challenge or
omitted until later in the Key Stage if appropriate, and the scheme is ideal for Beacon
High Students and a mixed ability grouping.

● Additional guidance is provided to support lower attainers for each small step in KS3,
and work is always available for challenge and extension.

Lessons uploaded onto Google Classroom will continue to include ‘Challenge, Practise
and Try’ differentiation tasks and students will be supported. The POS will be printed
each half term and graded at the end of the unit; emerging, developing, secure and
mastered. Mid-Term and end of unit assessments will assess students' learning and
teacher feedback will support students’ with closing the gaps in learning.


