
Music
KS3 Curriculum Adaptations

DfE
The focus should be on the technical knowledge and skills that pupils have not been able to practise or
develop sufficiently through performance or composition work when they have not been in school.

More attention should be given to the extent to which pupils have missed the opportunity to develop
their instrumental and singing skills, or their knowledge of constructive elements such as scales,
chords and musical forms.

Close consideration should be given to the order in which key components are taught or re-taught, so
that these important skills can be rebuilt deliberately and incrementally. As schools reintroduce pupils
to practical music-making, they should also focus on their aural development, which is important in
rebuilding their expressive knowledge and understanding of music.

This includes:

● providing effective feedback on pupils’ musical responses or choices, showing them how to
resolve their musical difficulties and correcting inaccuracies training pupils’ musical hearing to
appraise, shape and improve their performances and compositions.

When work during remote education focuses on theoretical knowledge about music, schools should
ensure that pupils are given every opportunity to secure that knowledge through practical musical
activity. Equally, while many teachers have made creative use of technologies to create ensemble
‘performances’ during the restrictions, schools should plan how they can reintroduce in-person
ensemble activities. Well-organised ensemble activities can:

● help pupils to develop mature aural skills
● build their confidence and support their wellbeing
● play an important part in re-building school communities, particularly when performances to

an audience are permitted. Finally, schools should take every opportunity – both through and
outside the school curriculum – to foster pupils’ re-engagement with a wide range of music.

As of the Autumn term in 2021 we were unable to recruit a Music specialist teacher. We will be
covering the Music curriculum through an afternoon of MiSST taught in Year and delivered by
specialist teachers and peripatetic instructors. We have also planned drop-down days for Music
in the curriculum for Year 8 and 9 so that they experience some Music in their curriculum. Our
intention is to recruit a Music teacher to start in January for KS3.

MiSST allows students to build their theory knowledge alongside instrumental skills. They will
practise their violins in small groups with peripatetic teachers once per week, then meet
together as a year group to play in an ensemble. Through this they will have an increased focus
on practising and performing. Students will be given feedback, direct instruction and music
appreciation through their practical work.

In Year 8 and 9 we will work with Music Education Islington to build in dropdown sessions. These
will be focussed on practical performances that are designed to engage students in music, build
confidence and promote the performing arts within our wider school community.


