
Religious Studies
KS3 Curriculum Adaptations

The curriculum currently helps students develop knowledge of particular religions,
focusing on its origins, culture, stories and settings. This allows them to develop a
strong foundation of what religion is along with providing an insight so that we can work
to challenge stereotypes, promote cohesion, and tackle extremism. The sequence of
learning that we have put into place helps strengthen what they have already learnt and
teaches new knowledge. For example, in Year 7; students evaluate information on the
different inspirational figures in each religion; this is then referred to in Year 8-9. This
means we continue to build on recap and learn new knowledge to help it make sense.

For RE, we have put into place a number of things to help close the gaps in knowledge
during this process.

Firstly, pupils complete regular Low-Stakes Quizzes to assess their ability to recall key
vocabulary, definitions and information. The quizzes help to transfer knowledge to
long-term memory and allow us to identify gaps in learning. Low Stake Quizzes will be
used at the start of each lesson to give us an idea of what students recall from previous
lessons. They can also be used at the end of each lesson to allow us to assess what
students have learnt and taken away from this lesson. Using this to identify any
misconceptions students may have and if need be, reviewing the lesson again.

The key-terms that students should know by the end of each term will also be shared
with the students at the start of term. This will then be referred to throughout the
lessons and students will be encouraged to use these terms when answering exam style
questions. PIXL ‘Unlock’ strategies will also be used during every lesson to allow
students to develop the academic language beyond the classroom.

Home learning is yet another area where gaps between learning can be closed and
promote independent learning. This will be posted onto Google Classroom every
fortnight for students to complete. This can help to solidify learning that has been done
in the classroom or prepare the students for the upcoming lessons.


