
Science
KS3 curriculum adaptations in response to lockdown periods 2020-2021:
Science has been in the process of moving from a two year KS3 to a two and a half year KS3 for the
past two years. Previously, most of Year 9 was devoted to intermediate units that introduced
selected KS4 topics a year early. There is both less time and less need for this now. The new KS3
curriculum follows the Exploring Science Scheme of Learning rather than the in-house produced
SOL produced by the previous KS3 manager, four years ago. The lessons are better quality, better
resourced and there is less need to introduce or review KS4 content explicitly as it is better built in
from the outset. This decision is well-timed as it has streamlined the scheme of learning, largely
mitigating the impact of the 2020 and 2021 lockdowns.
Intent of the revised KS3 Curriculum:
The intent of the revised curriculum is to ensure that:

● The statutory KS3 Programme of Study is delivered.
● Fundamental skills and knowledge that are needed to progress through KS3 are covered well

and assessed so that misconceptions and gaps can be identified.
● Particular time and attention are given to skills, topics and concepts that will be assessed

later at KS4.
How the KS3 Curriculum will be implemented:
KS3 students have already reviewed the topics that we attempted to deliver during the first
lockdown - we did this in the first half term of 2020/21.
Years 7 and 8 students have been reviewing the SOL delivered in the 2021 lockdown since
completing their End of Year Exams.
Year 9 students have moved onto the KS4 SOL following the End of Year Exams and subsequent
DIRT learning, as a lack of time to deliver all the content has been judged a greater driver than
reviewing KS3 content, especially as the topics delivered during lockdown had been briefly
introduced in Year 7 (electricity) and Year 8 (human biology and ecosystems) and are already
present in the KS4 SOL.
Our new Year 7 students may have missed out on practical science learning, so our first unit in Year
7 will be largely practical aimed at enabling students to develop their practical skills whilst we assess
any gaps in their skills and knowledge. Following this, we will employ baseline KS3 tests to see if
there are any wholesale gaps in their knowledge from KS2 that we can address later in the year.
Key areas that will be given particular assessment focus in KS3 are:

● Cells
● Particles
● Energy/electricity
● Forces and motion
● Periodic Table

How we will measure the impact of this revised KS3 Curriculum:
Summative assessment will be used alongside a Personal Learning Checklist approach for these
SOL to help ensure students have a firm foundation transitioning into KS4. We will use a mastery
learning approach with these SOL, making use of PiXL Gaps and Growth resources to address gaps
and misconceptions that we pick up in EOU tests and broader data drops. The next Science focus
week will include a section on students’ perceptions on the gaps in their learning. End of year
exams and Personal Learning Checklists, will be embedded, where relevant. We will also respond to
the action points from the latest Department Focus Review and Student Voice will be taken and
reviewed termly.


