Land Based Studies/Practical Horticulture Skills
The Entry Level 3 Award and Certificate in Practical Horticulture Skills from the Skills and
Education Group (SEG) is a qualification that students are able to study as one of their
Key Stage 4 option subjects, when they reach Year 10. The course provides a wide
ranging introduction to the Horticulture and Land Based sector, with a strong emphasis
on the development of practical skills alongside theoretical knowledge.
As well as developing students’ practical horticulture skills and knowledge, we actively
seek to develop their wider learning skills including communication, ICT, teamwork and
organisation. Links to other areas of the curriculum are made explicit throughout the
course so students can see how what they are learning in lessons relates to their
learning in subjects including Science, Maths and Geography.
Structure of the Qualifications
The qualification is made up of seven units that all need to be successfully completed.
Some units will take longer than others to complete. The longer the course unit, the
more course credits available for successful completion. In order to attain the Entry
Level 3 Award, students will need to achieve a minimum of 8 credits. In order to achieve
the Entry Level 3 Certificate students will need to achieve 16 credits. Over the coming
two years students study the following units, but not necessarily in this order:
Unit

Credit Value*

Guided Learning Hours**

Recognise parts of plants

1

10

Developing practical skills
for
maintaining plants

3

30

Sow seed indoors in
containers

2

20

Plant flower bulbs for
naturalisation
or bedding

3

30

Introduction to the seasons

3

30

Identify plants

2

20

Control weeds in a planted
area

2

20

*Credit Value - How many course credits are available for successful completion of the unit.
**Guided Learning Hours - The approximate number of hours the unit will take to complete.
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Assessment
There is no end of course examination for this qualification. Instead students are
assessed formally by the course tutor, at least once during each unit of study. The
assessment process is designed to ensure students are credited for what they are able
to do, and not hindered by what they may not be able to yet. As such evidence of
achievement can take many forms, including but by no means limited to the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Practical Activity Record Forms/Witness statements
Photographs/video showing successful tasks completion
Written work - reports, diary entries, practical task writeups
Learner presentations

Trips and Work Experience
Students' in school learning experiences are enriched by regular work based trips to
local greenspaces including local Islington parks and the Turnell Park Plant Nursery. On
these trips, students have the opportunity to apply their horticultural skills and
knowledge in a real life work environment and use and develop their “soft
skills”,including but not limited to, communication, problem solving, teamwork and time
management.
For those who are interested, there is also the opportunity to complete a Horticulture/
Land Based work experience placement in the summer term of Year 10.
Progression Pathways
Following successful completion of the course, students may be interested in continuing
their education or training in this area. If so, they would be in a good position to apply
for a Level 1 course, or Level 2 depending on their attainment in their other GCSE
courses. They may also be interested in applying for a related apprenticeship. Land
Based apprenticeships are listed from time to time on the following Islington Council
webpage. It is worth checking this webpage regularly if this is something you are
interested in pursuing.
http://jobs.islington.gov.uk/job_list/d819/Apprenticeships?_ts=1
Local course/apprenticeship providers include;
1. Capel Manor College offers Land Based courses from Level 1-3 for school
leavers. Please see their website for further informationhttps://www.capel.ac.uk
2. The Harington Center offers Horticulture and Life Skill courses at Entry Level and
Level 1.. Please see their website for further informationhttps://www.harington.org.uk
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What students said they enjoyed about the course;

“I enjoy the trips and going outside gardening”
“Being able to learn how to make nature grow and how to keep plants healthy”
“When we work as a team”
“Doing the gardening outside and not writing”
“Sir is a amazing teacher and it's nice to be able to get outside”
Selection of Photographs
Year 10 Work Experience

Work Based Trips to Local Green Spaces
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Community Gardening Projects
Over the past few years Beacon High students have worked locally on a number of
community gardening and food growing projects. This has enabled students to have
new experiences, develop new skills and improve the local environment all at the same
time.
Two of our recent projects include:
The Green and Wild Nature Garden - Market Road
Over a two year period, a group of Beacon High students completed monthly
workshops at the site. The work they completed was instrumental in developing the site
from an unused patch of land into a nature garden that is now used by local residents
and school groups. We continue to return to the site from time to time in order to
ensure the continued success of the project.

Food Growing at the Tufnell Park Plant Nursery
We run weekly sessions at the Tufnell Park Plant Nursery throughout much of the year.
Here students have the opportunity to engage in food growing and related activities.
Many of the plants students grow at the nursery are brought back to Beacon High for
planting on the school’s roof garden or for sale at our annual summer garden
celebration.
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Charity Events
Our termly student run charity events give our students the opportunity to contribute
positively to their community, gain in confidence and have fun.
At our most recent “Summer Term Harvest Celebration” (shown in the images below)
students raised over £200 for good causes. We had for sale:
1.

Produce from the school garden, sown, planted and cared for by the The Wing
students themselves.
2. Annual flowers and vegetable seedlings grown by students either in The Wing or
at the Tufnell Park Community Nursery.
3. Garden craft including insect hotels made by students during their weekly
woodwork sessions in The Wing
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