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‘Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible 

and wisest of counsellors, and the most patient of teachers’. Charles W. Elio

A child's reading skills are important to their success in school as they will allow them to 

access the breadth of the curriculum and improve their communication and language skills. 

In addition, reading can be a fun and imaginative time for children, which opens doors to all 

kinds of new worlds for them.



Why Is Reading So Important?

Studies show that reading for pleasure makes a big difference to children’s educational 

performance. Likewise, evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day, not 

only perform better in reading tests than those who do not, but also develop a broader 

vocabulary, increased general knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures. 

Dedicated reading time is built into our curriculum in Year 7 English lessons and further 

opportunities are given for independent reading across the curriculum.

Reading for pleasure is more likely to determine whether a child does well at school than their 

social or economic background.



“Books train 

your mind to 

imagination 

to think big.”

Taylor Swift

“Show me a 

family of 

readers, and I 

will show you 

the people who 

move the 

world.” 

Napoléon 

Bonaparte



Building Vocabulary and Understanding

Learning to read is about listening and understanding as well as working out what is printed on 

the page. Through hearing stories, children are exposed to a wide range of words. This helps 

them build their own vocabulary and improve their understanding when they listen, which is vital 

as they start to read. 

It is important for them to understand how stories work too. Even if your child does not 

understand every word, they will hear new sounds, words and phrases which they can then try 

out, copying what they have heard. 

To support your child with their vocabulary, all teachers will be using a programme called 'PiXL

Unlock'; this focuses on the different tiers of vocabulary that your child should access throughout 

their time at Beacon High.



Building Vocabulary and Understanding

Tier 1 words occur frequently in everyday life. Often they are words that people 

do pick up as they go along.

Tier 2 words that appear across a range of domains, students may read but are 

not often used in every day speech, e.g. consequential, derive.

Tier 3 words consist of technical, subject vocabulary specific to a certain 

discipline of study.



At Beacon High we see the development of language and literacy very much as a journey. 

The road map to achieve improved language and literacy skills that we are following is detailed 

below. 

We follow this map to to ensure the success of our clear vision for the future development of 

language and literacy at the school.  



The PiXL Unlock process is a 
part of that language and 
literacy road map and seeks to 
aid students’ academic 
achievement by taking them on 
a journey through each word 
they encounter to teach, 
consolidate and continuously 
develop their vocabulary 
knowledge and range.

During your child’s lessons 
across each subject, they will be 
taught vocabulary in a similar 
way to the example process for 
Geography. 



Command words are the words and phrases used in exams and other assessment tasks 
that tell students how they should answer the question. 

Some examples of command words are below:

Command Words

Analyse

Separate information into 

components and identify their 

characteristics

Annotate

Add notation or labelling to a graph, 

diagram or other drawing

Apply

Put into effect in a recognised way

Argue

Present a reasoned case

Assess

Make an informed judgement

Calculate

Work out the value of something

Comment

Present an informed opinion

Compare

Identify similarities and/ or differences

Complete

Finish a task by adding to given 

information

Consider

Review and respond to given 

information

Contrast

Identify differences

Criticise

Access worth against explicit 

expectations

Debate

Present different perspectives on an 

issue

Deduce

Draw conclusions from information 

provided

Define

Specify meaning

Describe

Give an account of

Design

Set out how something will be 

done

Determine

Use given data or information to 

obtain an answer

Develop

Take forward or build upon given 

information

Discuss

Present key points

Distinguish

List the differences between 

different items



Draw

Produce a diagram

Estimate

Assign an approximate value

Evaluate

Judge from available evidence

Explain

Give reasons

Explore

Investigate without 

preconceptions about the 

outcome

Give

Produce an answer from recall 

or from given information

Identify

Name or otherwise 

characterise

Justify

Support a case with evidence

Label

Provide appropriate names on a 

diagram

List

List a number of features or points 

without further elaboration

Name

Identify using a recognised technical 

term

Outline

Set out main characteristics

Predict

Give a plausible outcome

Relate

Give a technical term or its 

equivalent

Show

Provide structured evidence to reach 

a conclusion

Sketch

Draw approximately

State

Express in clear terms

Suggest

Present a possible case

What is important to note, 
is that command words 
and their meanings may 
change according to the 

subject being studied and 
the demands of the specific 
exam paper/specification.

Command Words



PiXL Unlock: Command Words

Analyse

Business Studies
In business studies, if you are asked to 

analyse something, you need to write a 

developed answer, in context, showing 

clear and relevant thinking. Typically, this 

will be five strands of logical steps to show 

depth of knowledge, using connectives to 

join the points together. 

Economics
In economics, if you are asked to analyse

something, you need to look at the 

information provided and break it down to 

identify and make sense of the main points 

being raised. 

Politics
In politics, if you are asked to analyse

something, you need to break down ideas, 

issues etc to find connections, similarities and/or 

differences. You should demonstrate clear and 

sensible thinking.

Sociology
In sociology, if you are asked to analyse

something, you need to separate the 

information into individual parts/topics 

and identify their characteristics. 

Psychology
In psychology, if you are asked to analyse

something, you need to separate information 

into individual parts and identify their 

characteristics. You will also need to discuss 

the advantages and disadvantages of a topic or 

argument and make a clear and relevant 

comment. 

Computer Science
In computer science, if you are asked to analyse

something, you need to bring out the essential 

elements or structure. You will be expected to 

identify parts and relationships, making sense of 

the information to reach conclusions.

© March 2019 PiXL Unlock Strategy and templates: The PiXL Club Ltd. All rights reserved.                   

Note: this is an example of how the word ‘analyse’ can be slightly different across different subject.
We offer Business Studies and Computer Science at Beacon High.



PiXL Unlock also seeks to engage students' interest in the language of the world 
around them, whilst building upon nuggets of cultural capital, through our ‘Do you 
know...?’ idioms.

Our Year 9 students will be engaging in ‘Idiom Fridays’ with their Tutors every 
Friday morning; they will explore the meaning of a range of idioms, their origins 
and raising key considerations and issues linked to these.

Idioms



What Difference Can I Make As A Parent?

You can make a huge difference! 

Parents are the most important educators in a child’s life – even more important than their 

teachers – and it is never too early to start reading together.

Even before they were born, babies learn to recognise their parents' voices. Reading to your 

baby from birth, even for just a few minutes a day, gives them the comfort of hearing your voice 

and increases their exposure to language.

Frequently Asked Questions



My child prefers non-fiction to fiction. Does this matter?

No, there will be many non-fiction books in the library which are part of the 

scheme and are being chosen to complement what your child is studying in 

other curricular areas. Encourage your child to take out books linked to a 

current topic being studied in another subject. They can then take a quiz on this 

book during their English lesson.

My child is a reluctant reader. What can I do?

Take an interest in what your child is reading. Make sure you have lots of books 

and magazines around the house and show your child how to access eBooks. 

Think about swapping the games console for a Kindle or e-reader! Try to 

incorporate whole family ‘reading time’ into the daily routine.

Frequently Asked Questions



Frequently Asked Questions

When Should I Stop Reading To My Child?

Never! Listening to others reading aloud encourages children to read with fluency and 

expression themselves.

My Child Says That They Can’t Find A Book They Like. What Do You Suggest?

First, ask the librarian which the most popular books are for their age and reading ability. 

Secondly, look at the ‘Recommended Reads’ board in the LRC. These are books recommended 

by students by students. With thousands of books to choose from, it is very unlikely that there 

will be nothing of interest to them.

How long should my child be reading each day?

Ideally, a minimum of 20 to 30 minutes a day.

How else can parents help?

Mainly by ensuring that their children are bringing a reading book into school every day, not just 

when they have English. If in doubt, please contact your child’s English teacher.



Recommended 

Reading 

KS3 and KS4



‘Improving 
Literacy in 
Secondary 

Schools’

From “A Marked Improvement? A Review of 
the Evidence on Written Marking” 

Education Endowment Foundation, 2016



Believe. Belong. Become.

The Education Endowment Foundation says:

• Language and literacy provide us with the building blocks not just for 
academic success, but for fulfilling careers and rewarding lives.

• Consequently, the EEF has focused considerable effort in this area –
particularly for younger and for struggling readers.

• Language and literacy are grouped together in this theme as they are 
closely related.

• Language is especially important in the Early Years and it continues to 
be important through primary and secondary education. The EEF’s 
science literature review found that students reading capability was 
the best predictor of later science achievement. We also know that a 
focus on language and literacy is especially important for students 
with English as an Additional Language.



Believe. Belong. Become.

The Education Endowment Foundation says secondary schools should:

 Prioritise ‘disciplinary literacy’ across the curriculum.
 Literacy is key to learning across all subjects in secondary school and a 

strong predictor of outcomes in later life. 
 All teachers should be supported to understand how to teach students to 

read, write and communicate effectively in their subjects.
 That is why at Beacon High all staff are being trained to place literacy at 

the heart of their teaching.



Believe. Belong. Become.

The Education Endowment Foundation says secondary schools should:

 Provide targeted vocabulary instruction in every subject.
 Teachers in every subject should provide explicit vocabulary 

instruction to help students access and use academic language.
 Teachers should prioritise teaching Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary, which 

students are unlikely to encounter in everyday speech.
 Teachers and subject leaders should consider which words and 

phrases to teach as part of curriculum planning.
 At Beacon High, the explicit teaching of vocabulary has been a 

focus of all subject areas.



Believe. Belong. Become.

The Education Endowment Foundation says secondary schools should:

 Develop students’ ability to read complex academic texts.
 Training focused on teaching reading is likely to help secondary 

school teachers teach their subject more effectively.
 To comprehend complex texts, students need to actively engage 

with what they are reading and use their existing subject 
knowledge.

 Reading strategies, such as activating prior knowledge, prediction 
and questioning can improve students’ comprehension.

 At Beacon High, the English Department has focused on prioritising 
reading: students in Key Stage 3 now have far greater access to the 
library, through guided reading lessons, than ever before.



Believe. Belong. Become.

The Education Endowment Foundation says secondary schools should:

 Combine writing instruction with reading in every subject.
 Combining reading activities and writing instruction is likely to 

improve students’ skills in both, compared to a less balanced 
approach.

 Reading helps students gain knowledge, which leads to better 
writing, whilst writing can deepen students’ understanding of ideas.

 Students should be taught to recognise features, aims and 
conventions of good writing within each subject.

 Teaching spelling, grammar and punctuation explicitly can improve 
students’ writing, particularly when focused on meaning.

 At Beacon High, the English Department has now introduced 
dedicated grammar lessons into the English Curriculum.



Believe. Belong. Become.

The Education Endowment Foundation says secondary schools should:

 Provide high-quality literacy interventions for struggling students.
 Schools should expect and proactively plan to support students 

with the weakest levels of literacy, particularly in Year 7.
 At Beacon High, students in need of extra support will be offered 

intervention in small groups as well as part of a Reading Buddy 
Scheme, where they will read with an older student who is an 
accomplished reader. These students will have been given training 
in providing effective reading support. 





“A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies . . . The man who never reads lives only one.” 

– George R.R. Martin

“Until I feared I would lose it, I never loved to read. One does not love breathing.” – Harper Lee

“You can never get a cup of tea large enough or a book long enough to suit me.” – C.S. Lewis

“Reading is essential for those who seek to rise above the ordinary.” – Jim Rohn

“I find television very educating. Every time somebody turns on the set, I go into the other 

room and read a book.” – Groucho Marx

“You don’t have to burn books to destroy a culture. Just get people to stop reading them.” – Ray 

Bradbury

"So please, oh please, we beg, we pray, go throw your TV set away, and in its place you can 

install a lovely bookshelf on the wall." – Roald Dahl

“Think before you speak. Read before you think.” – Fran Lebowitz

Reading…


