
What is Pathways?

Pathways is an on-site provision which provides learning and behavioural support to
students who struggle to engage in mainstream lessons. Through a variety of
one-to-one mentoring, group workshops and other interventions, Pathways supports
students to better manage their behaviour and regulate their emotions in order to
improve their learning outcomes at school.

Pathways provides a safe environment where students are supported to learn without
the distractions of a mainstream class. Each Pathways student is provided with an
individually tailored support package of interventions to meet their needs.

The overall aim of Pathways is to support each student to reintegrate back into a full
timetable of mainstream lessons with the necessary tools to strive in the classroom.

How Does it Work?

Once a student is identified as requiring support in Pathways, a meeting will be
arranged with the student and their parent/s to ensure that we have a plan in place that
works for everyone.

Each student enters Pathways on a part-time basis for an expected period of 12 weeks,
however, this timescale can differ depending on the needs of the student.

Parental engagement is highly encouraged throughout this period of time with regular
phone calls home and parental meetings. Through these, support is also offered to
parents to provide them with access to interventions and services which will better
enable them to positively parent their children.

What Support is Offered?

Pathways students will be able to access a variety of interventions depending on their
needs. These interventions can include:

● One-to-one mentoring
● Group workshops (gangs, sexual health & healthy relationships, substance use,

careers etc.)
● Extra curricular activities (sports, performing arts, community engagement,

youth voice etc.)
● Support with learning
● Support with behaviour management and emotional regulation
● Referrals to specialist services
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Our Ethos

Pathways staff recognise and understand that there are many reasons why students
may start to struggle in the classroom. Working from a trauma-informed approach, we
support students to understand the factors which may have an impact on their
behaviour, and identify ways in which make positive change to their behaviour.

It is imperative for us, that students and parents feel that their voice is being heard and
that they are involved in every step of the processes when planning what support is
offered to them. All of our students have the power to make positive change in their
lives, but at times we all need a helping hand

Who We Work With

Islington Council Have supported Beacon High to access a variety of interventions and
extra-curricular activities for our students. These include a variety of performing arts
projects, a community engagement project, music therapy and support for our students
around careers.

Company Three are a theatre company based in Islington who make transformative
theatre through long-term, intensive collaboration between young people and
professional theatre-makers. Last year, Company Three worked with our students on an
amazing 6-week performing arts project which explored ideas around identity, culture
and community, which culminated in each student making a short video about
something which they were passionate about.
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The BIG Alliance is an organisation who unite businesses with Islington’s communities
to create positive social change. The BIG Alliance are currently working with a group of
Beacon High students on a community engagement project which is an employer
supported series of workshops aiming to teach young people key employability skills
while helping them to deliver real change on a community issue that is meaningful to
them. Students will plan and complete an activity or event to raise awareness of a
community issue close to them, practising employability skills with support from
business volunteers.

New River College’s Outreach Service provides services to schools to improve
pupil/student behaviour and reduce exclusions. They provide outreach work with
individual or groups of children where interventions and/or strategies are modelled to
key school staff (e.g. Year 6-7 transition groups, nurture groups, reintegration following
a place at the PRU or Aspire Programme). They also provide one-to-one mentoring
sessions for a number of our students who require additional support.
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Music Education Islington is a partnership of the leading providers of music education
in the borough, led by Islington Council with Guildhall School of Music & Drama as the
lead delivery partner. It enables the borough’s schools and pupils to make the most of
world-class music education, resources and experiences through the Guildhall School,
and be enriched by the Guildhall School’s creative alliance with the Barbican. Music
education Islington have worked in partnership with Beacon high to provide our
students with an array of opportunities including a series of beat-making workshops,
music therapy and a variety of other music related workshops.

Capital City College Group is the largest further education provider in London, and the
third largest in the UK, with three colleges – City and Islington College, Westminster
Kingsway College and the College of Haringey, Enfield and North East London. Beacon
High currently works in partnership with Capital City College Group to provide our
students with the opportunity to engage in a six week taster college experience in the
course of their choice. This is an amazing opportunity for our students which enables
them to experience a college setting and ensure that they are making the right choices
before they apply for further education.
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