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Dear Families, 

Re: Teachers’ strike action in London 

As you may be aware, the National Education Union (NEU) confirmed that its ballot of teacher members in England 

has met the thresholds required to commence industrial action. This is national action in dispute with the 

government rather than with school leaders. As a result, the NEU has announced strikes affecting London schools on 

the following dates: 

  Wednesday 1 February 2023 

  Thursday 2 March 2023 

  Wednesday 15 March 2023 

  Thursday 16 March 2023 

We are very sorry that this is likely to have an impact on you and your children. However, we understand why all the 

unions representing education staff have consulted over such action. The recent increase in school funding from the 

government is welcome. However, it only takes such funding to the level it was at in 2010. This represents a 

worsening of what should be offered to your children. Teachers and support staff have received the biggest real 

terms reduction in the value of their pay of all the public sector workers since 2013 according to the Institute for 

Fiscal Studies. We believe that your children and our staff deserve better support than this. 

We will work on plans for what can be offered to our young people in these circumstances. 

The Department for Education (DfE) expects leaders to take reasonable steps to keep schools open for as many 

students as possible. We will do our best, as we did throughout the period of the pandemic, to support your 

children. However, it is likely that our schools will only be able to offer a very limited service onsite given the number 

of teachers expected to be involved in the action. 

Arrangements are likely to be similar to those in place during the COVID lockdown. If there are not enough staff to 

have students on site safely, we will undertake partial or full closure for year groups. If we can have students on site, 

this is likely to mean that we give priority to specific groups such as vulnerable children or students who are due to 

take public examinations this summer. Work will be set online for those young people having to stay at Home. 

We will share their specific arrangements once we have a clearer idea about staffing levels on the strike days. I will 

write to you with final details by the end of next week. In the meantime, if you have any queries, please do not 

hesitate to contact us via postbox@beaconhigh.org . Thank you for your support and understanding during this 

challenging time. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
 

Mr A Streeter 

Headteacher 
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