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The idea is simple: read any three 
books over the summer term and 
complete a fun activity for each 
book. Present the activities as 
a project and hand it in to your 
English teacher in September.

Every student who hands in a 
completed project will be entered 
into a prize draw. There will be a 
winner from each school. Students 
who complete the best projects 
will also be invited to an exclusive 
event in the autumn term.

Your English teacher and school
librarian will help you think about
which books you might like to read
and which activities you might like
to do.

All Islington libraries know about
the project and will also be able to
help you choose books and 
complete actities.

The idea of the project is to 
encourage you to enjoy reading 
and responding to what you read. 
It is meant to be fun and to give 
you a chance to be creative. Books 
can take you into other realms and 
experiences. Where will your books 
take you this summer?

Welcome to the Islington Summer Reading Project
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Talk to someone

Estimated time
10 minutes (longer if they’ve read the book too and you’re having a 
good chat!)

What you have to do
Find someone to talk to about the book you have read. It could be a 
friend, relative, librarian at your local library or anyone else. You could 
talk about what you liked, or disliked, your favourite part or character, 
what it made you think about, or feel.

Take a photo of you, the book and the person you talked to.

Print out the photo.

Stick it on a piece of paper or card.

Write a couple of sentences to say what you talked about.

What you’ll need 
1. A phone camera
2. A way of printing out your photo, eg. a visit to Snappy Snaps 
3. A piece of card or paper.
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Read with someone

Estimated time
15 minutes or as long as you want!

What you have to do
Read the whole or part of a book with a friend or family member and 
talk about what you both like, don’t like or find interesting. 

You could read a children’s book with or to a younger sibling or family 
member. Or you could read aloud to an elderly relative or friend. Or you 
could read with a parent, carer, older sibling, relative or friend.

Take a photo of yourself, the other person and the book you read together.

Print out the photo as evidence.

What you’ll need 
1. A book to read together
2. Someone to read with and talk to
3. A phone camera 
4. A way of printing out your photo, eg. a visit to Snappy Snaps.
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Estimated time
20 minutes.

What you have to do
Choose a scene from your book which you like or find exciting.
Think about how you would turn this scene into a film version.
Storyboard the scene to show camera angles, types of shot, 
composition of shot. Include a caption for each shot and additional 
information such as sound or lighting.
Include a title with the name of the book and scene.
Or think about what to include in a trailer for a film version of your 
book. Storyboard these ideas.

What you’ll need 
1. A sheet of plain paper (A4 or A3)
2. A ruler to draw the boxes for the story board
3. A pencil to sketch the shots and write the captions etc.

Any other information
For tips on how to create a story board, visit  
www.wikihow.com/Create-a-Storyboard

Create a storyboard for a  
f ilm version (or trailer)
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Draw a cartoon

Estimated time
30 minutes.

What you have to do
Choose a scene from your book.

Draw a cartoon or graphic representation  
of what happens in this scene in any style  
you like.

What you’ll need 
1. A plain piece of paper and pencil.

Draw a picture or create a still visual image

Estimated time
30 minutes.

What you have to do
Draw a picture or create a still visual image  
in response to your book. Some ideas include:  
draw or paint a character; illustrate a scene;  
create a poster to show themes or images or  
characters or places etc; design a new cover  
for the book; design a film poster for the book.

What you’ll need 
1. Plain paper 
2. Coloured pencils, paints, crayons – any other form of mark making
3. And/or images cut out of magazines or found on the internet and  

some glue.
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Make a short film

Write a poem or lyrics for a song

Estimated time
30 minutes or longer.

What you have to do
Create a moving image sequence in response to the book. This could 
include: filming a scene (you might need a friend to help you do this); 
visit a location relevant to the book and film the place and a voiceover; 
film yourself talking about the book with someone; work with someone 
who has also read the book and hot seat a character or improvise or act 
out a scene between characters and film it.

What you’ll need 
1. A phone video recorder or other  
way of filming eg. flip camera 
2. A friend might be useful!

Estimated time
30 minutes.

What you have to do
Write a poem or lyrics  
for a song inspired by your  
book. It could be in response  
to a theme, character or  
something that happens. Or it could  
be about a memory or idea prompted  
by the book. Feel free to be inspired!

What you’ll need 
1. Pen and paper.
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Write a film or play script

Estimated time
30 minutes.

What you have to do
Write a film or play script inspired by the book. You could take the 
dialogue straight from the book, write it out as a script and include 
stage or film directions. Or you could write the script of a new 
conversation between characters. Or create a completely new script of 
your own, inspired by the book. 

What you’ll need 
1. Paper and pen.

Any other information
For tips about how to set out a play or film script, visit  
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/standard/english/lit_form/script/revision/1/
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Do some research

Estimated time
1 hour.

What you have to do
Research an aspect of the book and present the information in any way 
that you want. You could research the author, or an issue raised by the 
book, the time or place that the book is set in, other books on a similar 
theme, or anything else relevant to the book. 

What you’ll need 
1. The internet and/or your local library 
2. Paper and pen.

Write creatively

Estimated time
1 hour.

What you have to do
Complete a piece of creative writing inspired by the  
book. Some ideas include: write another chapter; write  
an alternative ending; write a letter from  
one of the characters; write one or more  
diary entries for a character; write a  
description inspired by the book; write  
your own story inspired by the book.

What you’ll need 
1. Paper and pen.
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Watch a f ilm version

Estimated time
2-3 hours including viewing time.

What you have to do
If there is a film version of the book, watch it and write a couple of paragraphs 
to say how it is similar or different to the book, which you preferred and why. 
Remember to include details about what the film was called (it might have a 
different name to the book) and where and when you saw it.

If there is a film out that you know is based on a book, you could choose 
to read this book, then watch the film afterwards. It is probably better to 
read the book first.

What you’ll need 
1. The film version of the book, on DVD or downloaded from the internet. 
2. Or if you’re lucky, a trip to the cinema!

Keep a reading journal

Estimated time
5-10 minutes at various stages of reading the book.

What you have to do
Record your thoughts as you are reading your book in a reading journal. 
One way of doing this is to write (or draw) something in your journal 
every time you finish reading a section. You could record your thoughts 
or responses to what you have just read, predictions for what you think 
will happen next, draw any images which have come into your head.  
A reading journal is personal so you can do it in any way you want really.   

What you’ll need 
1. A small notebook (though you can use loose leaf paper too) and pen.
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How should your project look?

The short answer is that it can look however 
you want! You can be as creative as you like – 
customise a notebook or folder or even present 
your activities as part of a physical artefact 
(object). Alternatively you can go for the simple 
option of A4 paper secured together with staples 
or treasury tags. It is your project so try to make 
it reflect you and your reading journey.
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If you would like this document in large print or  
Braille, audiotape or in another language, please contact 
020 7527 2000.

Contact Islington
222 Upper Street
London N1 1XR
E contact@islington.gov.uk
T 020 7527 2000
F 020 7527 5001
Minicom 020 7527 1900
W www.islington.gov.uk

Published April 2019.
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