THE WING
AT BEACON HIGH

What we do
The Wing is our new SEND provision at Beacon High, created to help students
with additional needs find a place where they can belong, and where they can
thrive.
We recognise that there a number of students who do not fit the criteria for a
special needs school, but who have struggled to find a place in another
mainstream setting. At the Wing they will be able to receive the close support
network and personalised provision that you might expect in a special needs
school, while still being able to access all the qualifications and breadth of
curriculum of a mainstream school.

We work closely with students and their families to create individual timetables
for each student. A range of small group classes tailored to their specific needs
and interests will supplement the time spent in the mainstream lessons they have
chosen to attend.
Similarly, alongside the typical GCSE qualifications they will be able to work
towards, a number of alternative qualifications will also be on offer. Some of
these, for instance, will be awarded not on the basis of a single end of year exam,
but on a portfolio of evidence gathered by the student throughout the year.

Our Values
We believe every child deserves to feel like a valued member of the
school community, proud of their achievements and happy with
who they are.
At the Wing we celebrate neurodiversity. We believe that each child
has their own unique set of strengths and learning preferences.
And we believe that every child deserves a place where these
strengths can be recognised and nurtured.
And we believe that, given the right environment, every child will
make a positive impact on the world around them.

The Nature Connection
At The Wing we believe that nature is a tool to get students to experience not
just the wider world, but themselves. Through our monthly experiential learning
and nature connection sessions in nearby woodlands such as Hampstead
Heath, our students have the opportunity to do just that. During these sessions
students experience a blend of nature connection, woodland adventure, and
curriculum based activities that enable them to have fun, work and learn
alongside their peers and develop greater environmental awareness, all at the
same time.
“Evidence of the benefit of children’s
experience in natural environments
including health through increased
physical activity, wellbeing through
enhanced social and intrapersonal
qualities and educational attainment
through ‘characters’ of resilience and
confidence as precursors to successful
learning is well known.”
(Student Outcomes and Natural
Schooling Report 2016)

Animal Care
We recognise that for some students,
connecting with and looking after animals
and pets can be a very valuable experience.
At The Wing we have a variety of animals
that students can choose to spend time with
and help to look after. These include our
flock of chickens, rabbits, fish and finches. In
addition we have regular visits from Ziggy,
our school’s therapeutic dog.

Community Projects
At The Wing we believe in the importance of working with our wider community.
That is why we have in recent years forged strong links with local organisations such
as The Hilldrop Community Center, Islington Parks Service and The Octopus
Community Network. Through these partnerships our students have been able to
participate in a variety of community development projects. These include:
Creating a nature garden and pond at
the Hilldrop Community Center for the
benefit of local children attending the
pre-school and after school clubs
there.
Development of the “Wild and Green”
Nature Garden at Market Road for the
benefit of local residents, school
groups and the biodiversity of the
area.
Working alongside Islington Parks
service and other volunteer groups at
Market Road Gardens.
Food Growing at The Tufnell Park Plant
Nursery
Hosting Gardening and Animal Care
session for students at neighbouring
The Bridge Secondary School.

Cultural Opportunities
We aim to make the most of the wide range of cultural
experiences open to our students through our contacts with
local arts organisations.
In recent years, writers from the Park Theatre in
Finsbury Park have run workshops with our
students, turning their ideas into their very own
plays, performed on stage in front of a live audience

Supported Learning
We offer a range of withdrawal based classes tailored to meet the academic
needs of our students who have difficulty in mainstream lessons.
These include, full English and Maths
withdrawal lessons in Year 7, as well as
reading and numeracy support groups,
where students are taken out of all English
and Maths lessons to work in a small,
nurturing group with a specialist teacher.

We also offer Lexia, the online literacy course
designed to help students develop reading and
spelling skills.

There is a focus on developing ICT
skills,
including
using
assistive
technology as well as learning coding
and basic computer programming.

We have a specialist DT teacher working in the
department who runs courses on woodwork and
construction. For students who prefer hands-on,
practical lessons there will be plenty of
opportunities to get stuck into building projects
in and around the school.

We are careful to make sure that all our interventions deliver
the impact we want. We routinely monitor the progress made
by all our students throughout the year, sharing it regularly
with parents and professionals to ensure that our students
are receiving the right level of support.

Therapeutic Spaces
At The Wing we understand the importance of
meaningful therapeutic supports for students
who have additional mental health needs.
We know that there are times when some
students need a place to go where they can
relax, be themselves, and have the opportunity
to regulate their emotions in a calm, safe and
supportive environment.

This year we have a new ASC-friendly sensory room that is being designed in
collaboration with our friends from the autism outreach team at the Bridge.
Available to students whenever they need it, here they will find lighting, music,
sensory toys, soft seating, mindfulness activities, whatever they need to help them
return to a state of calm wellbeing.
The whole school is in the middle of a three year journey to becoming a fully
recognised trauma informed school, thanks to our work with ITIPS (Islington
Trauma Informed Practice in Secondary).
We also work closely with a number of different highly skilled professionals who
come in to the Wing regularly to offer mental health support to the school
community and to those students and families who would benefit. This can be
offered 1:1 or in groups, depending on what is most appropriate for the individual
child.

Guy Rashty
CAMHS clinician
Art psychotherapist

Monique Davis
Educational
Psychologist

Anna Baker
Speech and Language
Therapist

Rossa Enriquez
Social Wellbeing
Practitioner

Alternative Qualifications
Many of our students are very academically capable, and go on to achieve the full
range of GCSE qualifications at a high level. However, we recognise that the
standard set of GCSEs does not suit everyone. Some prefer more practical,
vocational courses, and some students are better assessed by evaluating their
abilities throughout the year, rather than simply taking one end of year exam.

Students can work towards functional
skills qualifications in both English and
Maths if they choose this route.
Many of our horticulture students go on
to study BTEC Land-based studies, a
work-based learning course delivered in
The Wing by a specially trained teacher.
We are also now running the Prince's
Trust 'Achieve' programme, where
students will get the chance to earn a
nationally recognised qualification in
Personal Development and Employability
(PDE).
All of these can be taken at Entry Level,
Level 1 or Level 2. And they all are
assessed through gathering a portfolio of
evidence throughout the year, helping us
to recognise what all our students are
truly capable of.

World of Work
Some students come to us with specific aspirations for their future careers in mind,
but we know that many won't have thought this far ahead. And we know that
ambitions and interests will change as their educational journey unfolds. We work
with our students throughout their time here, helping them explore where their
strengths and interests lie, and supporting them in achieving the qualifications and
work experience they need to move forward in their chosen fields.
KS3 students are offered trips out to work with
different local community ogranisations and
workplaces where they can get a sense of what
different jobs entail
We organise work experience placements for
our students in Year 10
We invite a range of professionals and former
students into The Wing to talk about their
experiences in different employment settings
We support with researching colleges, helping
with visits, taster days, the college application
process, interview preparation
All our students, from Y9 through to Y11, work
closely with our own careers adviser to ensure
that they will definitely be able to find a course
and college that suits them
We routinely liaise with the local authority and
student support services in local colleges to
ensure a continuity of care and support, and a
successful transition to post-16 education

For more information, or to apply for a
place at The Wing, please get in touch:
Adam Harris
SENCo
adam.harris@beaconhigh.org
020 7689 1495
Beacon High
Hilldrop Road
Islington
London N7 0JG
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