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23rd March 2020 

 
Dear Families of Year 11 Students, 
 
Re: Year 11 Summer Exams 
 
You will obviously now have heard the news that your child will not be sitting their exams with us at 
Beacon High this summer. 
 
We realise there is a lot of information to take in, but what is really important is that your child 
completes any outstanding coursework and mock exam papers they may have missed. Also, Year 11 
teachers are creating Google Classrooms and setting learning through Show My Homework so that 
your child can still access and complete learning and revision for their subjects. The more evidence 
of learning we have, the more fairly we can access and justify the grade we believe your child would 
have achieved in the summer.  
 
The information about what that means has been shared by the Government but does continue to 
emerge and develop as the days go by. You can access the most recent information here:  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced 
 
However, please be assured that we will do all that we can to make sure that your child, our 
student, is given the best possible outcomes across their subjects. 
 
We are as disappointed as you and as your child will be; please remember that even though the 
exams have been cancelled, it doesn't mean that all of your child’s learning has been for nothing. 
 
The guidance we have, to date, is as follows: 
 

• The exam regulator, Ofqual, and exam boards will work with teachers to provide grades to 
students whose exams have been cancelled this summer, following our actions to slow the 
spread of coronavirus. 

• This means ensuring GCSE students are awarded a grade which fairly reflects the work that 
they have put in. There will also be an option to sit an exam early in the next academic year 
for students who wish to.  
 
 

• Ofqual will develop and set out a process that will provide a calculated grade to each 
student which reflects their performance as fairly as possible, and will work with the exam 
boards to ensure this is consistently applied for all students.  

• The exam boards will be asking teachers, who know their students well, to submit their 
judgement about the grade that they believe the student would have received if exams had 
gone ahead. 



• To produce this, teachers will take into account a range of evidence and data including 
performance on mock exams and non-exam assessment – clear guidance on how to do this 
fairly and robustly will be provided to schools and colleges.  

• The exam boards will then combine this information with other relevant data, including 
prior attainment, and use this information to produce a calculated grade for each student, 
which will be a best assessment of the work they have put in. 

• Ofqual and exam boards will be discussing with teachers’ representatives before finalising 
an approach, to ensure that it is as fair as possible. More information will be provided as 
soon as possible. 

• We recognise that some students may nevertheless feel disappointed that they haven’t 
been able to sit their exams. If they do not believe the correct process has been followed in 
their case they will be able to appeal on that basis. In addition, if they do not feel their 
calculated grade reflects their performance, they will have the opportunity to sit an exam at 
the earliest reasonable opportunity, once schools are open again. Students will also have 
the option to sit their exams in summer 2021. 

• There is a very wide range of different vocational and technical qualifications as well as 
other academic qualifications for which students were expecting to sit exams this summer. 
These are offered by a large number of awarding organisations, and have differing 
assessment approaches – in many cases students will already have completed modules or 
non-exam assessment which could provide evidence to award a grade. We are encouraging 
these organisations to show the maximum possible flexibility and pragmatism to ensure 
students are not disadvantaged. Ofqual is working urgently with the sector to explore 
options and we will work with them to provide more details shortly. 

• The Government will not publish any school or college level educational performance data 
based on tests, assessments or exams for 2020. 

If you have any questions, please do email us on: postbox@beaconhigh.org 
 
We will get back to you as soon as possible. 
 
E.Good      M. Abdelmula 
 
Ms. Emma Good     Mr. Mohamed Abdelmula 
Deputy Headteacher    KS4 Director of Learning 


