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THE Windrush scandal
saw a “whole community”
treated in a “horrible” way
by the Home Office, one
of Islington’s MPs has
said this week, adding: “I
am ashamed, and I apolo-
gise.”

Speaking at Brickworks
Community Centre’s Win-
drush Day event this
week, Islington South MP
Emily Thornberry said she
was horrified by the recent
treatment of those who
arrived in the UK as part
of the Windrush genera-
tion.

“There’s a great positive
side to the contribution
that people from the
Caribbean have made to
the UK,” she said. “I
am ashamed that
we have
treated a
whole
community
in this way. I
am ashamed,
and I apolo-
gise.”

by ANNA LAMCHE

relatives or neighbours,
have any problems with
the Home Office, you just
make sure you come to
me, or you come to Jere-
my Corbyn. And let us
take this up, because the
behaviour of the Home
Office far too often is
completely unacceptable.”

Television presenter Jay
Blades, who attended
Highbury Grove School in
the 80s, also gave a speech
celebrating the contribu-
tion of the Windrush gen-
eration to British society.

“All of you helping and
eration are often referred
to as immigrants, it is vital
to remember they were
already British subjects
when they landed in
Tilbury Docks in 1948.

Hyacinth Tucker, now
72, told Beacon High stu-
dents how she had arrived
in England in 1969 from

Jamaica
to

meet her parents aged just
19. Ms Tucker said that
her parents had been told
the “streets were paved
with gold.” But when they
arrived in the UK, they
realised the reality was
very different.

“Nobody would take
them in, people would
close their doors on them.
They had rough times –
my Dad had to live on the
street when he came. He
came with his nephews
and his brothers,” Ms
Tucker said.

“When they came,
nobody would hire
them. Racism at that
time was terrible.
They came here poor,
they went back to
Jamaica poor.” she

said, adding: “The Win-
drush people built Britain,
and made Britain today
what it is. They came, they
worked, they sacrificed
everything.”

Monica Treasure, 80,
told the Tribune how she
arrived in the UK in 1961
with her fiancé. She
remembered the precarity
of renting in London,
when “the landlord would
throw your suitcase out-
side if they got a better
offer”.

Other students heard
from Florence Bai-

ley, 86, who
arrived in the
UK from
Montserrat
with her sister,
and enjoyed a
long and suc-
cessful career
in the NHS.

Rosalyn Tyrell,
another elder,

described arriv-
ing in London with

her brother, before
getting a job in a Burber-

ry factory in east London.
Jaden, a Year 9 student

at Beacon High, said: “We
learn about the Windrush
generation in Black Histo-
ry Month, but we should
be learning about it all the
time.”

Cllr Kaya Comer-
Schwartz said: “The Win-
drush generation really
experienced the most
overt violence and racism
in this country, and while
we must note the progress
we have made, we also
need to realise that we have
so much further to go.”

Ms Thornberry said
anyone still dealing with

the fallout of the scandal
should get in touch

with her.
“Although the
Home Office
says that it has
changed its
ways, that it’s
being much
better… it’s
not.”

She con-
tinued: “If
you, or any
of your
friends or

supporting the community
is basically what Win-
drush was all about,” Mr
Blades said. “I didn’t get
the call. My ancestors, my
grandparents got the call
with regards to come over
to England and help the
motherland. And some of
them didn’t necessarily
like the treatment that they
received in the mother-
land.”

Leader of Islington
Council Cllr Kaya Comer-
Schwartz, along with
Islington’s culture chief
Cllr Roulin Khondoker
and Cllr Heather Staff also
joined the commemora-
tion.

Earlier that day, Brick-
works held a storytelling
event where “elders” had
the chance to share their
history with students from
Central Foundation Boys’
School and Beacon High.

Students learned in the
aftermath of the Second
World War and the
advent of the welfare
state, the British gov-
ernment was in des-
perate need of a
labour force to
rebuild the coun-
try. The 1948
British National-
ity Act was a
piece of legisla-
tion granting all
citizens of the
British Colonies
the right to settle
in Britain. While
the Windrush gen-

Age UK Islington marked
Windrush Day with an
event in Caledonian Park
with Caribbean food and
reminiscences of the
collective experiences of
those who travelled on
HMT Empire Windrush and
their families. 
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